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Mission TO Rosier — Aucust 8-25, 1992! 


by V. Rev. Peter Gillquist 


L-R: Rev. Frs. Roman Braga, Dan Suciu, Peter Gill- 
quist, Gregory Rogers and John Reeves upon arrival 
in Bucharest on August 9. 

carpet. 


York (Day) 

Rose early, cleaned off my desk, called my 
parents and said goodbye to my family. I grabbed the 
luggage and Marilyn drive me to the Santa Barbara 
Airport about 8:30. We met Fr. David Ogan there. We 
flew out at 9:15, Santa Barbara to San Francisco, then 
on to New York City — JFK. We talked with our stew- 
ardess, Lisa, about the Faith. She lives on Long Island, 
is Roman Catholic, and would like me to invite her 
to come to the Orthodox retreat when I speak there 
in September. The plane landed in New York City at 
8:00 p.m. We headed to the gate at about 9:15 p.m. 
and there met Frs. Gregory Rogers, John Reeves and 
Roman Braga. 


Sunday, August 9 — New York to Bucharest (Day 2) 

We landed at Frankfurt at 11:45 Sunday morning. 
Fr. Roman, Fr. David and I went to the Admirals Club 
in the next terminal over and met a girl, Linda, from 
Seattle. I talked with her about the Lord and gave her 


S aturday, August 8 — Santa Barbara to New 


cheese. 
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185, Grass Lake, MI 49240-0185, U.S.A. 
EEE! 


Fr. James Bernstein’s phone number. She promisect 
to call and visit the church. 


At 1:00 p.m. we went back to the Lufthansa gate 
and boarded the 1:40 p.m. flight to Bucharest. It waa 
hot. We landed at 5:10 p.m. in 86 degree heat. We 
each paid $33 cash for our exit visas, and waited in £ 
long, very slow line to get clearance from the govern 
ment agent. Fr. Dan Suciu met us in the terminal. 

We paid two men to drive us into Bucharest ana 
checked into an old downtown hotel, The Boulevard 
The rooms have that old European look — 12 foot ceil! 
ings, a chandelier and rather ornate, though not old! 
white furniture trimmed in gold and a floral-patternee 
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At about 7:30 p.m. Fr. Dan and his brother Nichoc 
las took us to dinner in the dining room of a nearby 
hotel. A trio of men on the piano, bass and electric vioc 
lin entertained us while we ate. The six of us enjoyee 
a delicious meatless dinner featuring some kind of friee 


Monday, August 10 — Bucharest (Day 3) 

This is our day of rest. We awoke, bathed, and set 
out to sight-see at about 7:00 a.m. We discovered ar 
Orthodox Church just across the street, hidden by new 
er buildings. It was built in the 1600s. You wal: 
through an archway to find it. It was locked at first 
later opened. We probably walked two miles or more 
found two more Churches — one Orthodox which wa: 
open, the other Roman Catholic which was locked: 

Mid-morning, we did a lengthy radio interview. Th’ 
lady who questioned us is an inactive Orthodox, bu 
very interested in what we are saying and doing. I be 
lieve God touched her deeply. 


Continued on page 
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NATIVITY OF Our Loop AND Gop 
AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST 
PASTORAL LETTER 1992 


““Going into the house, the wise men saw the child with his mother Mary, 
and falling to their knees they did him homage. ’’ 
Gospel of St. Matthew 2:11 


Dearly Beloved Children in the Lord: 
Christ is born! Glorify him! 

Today, as we celebrate the birth of our Lord and God and Savior, Jesus Christ, we need to reflect 
on the profound reason of why God, whom no man can see, was born of a holy virgin, taking on our 
human nature and could be seen in the flesh, and what this means for us. 

From somewhere, we have the popular saying that, ‘‘Seeing is believing.’’ You recall that St. Thomas, 
one of the Twelve Apostles was told that the Lord had risen from the dead. Although he heard the news 
from the others, he stated, ‘‘Unless I see and touch, I will not believe.’’ 

Our Holy Father, John the Golden Mouth, gives us the reason why God took on flesh, why he was 
born into this world. ‘‘For what reason? That coming among us he may teach us, and teaching, lead 
us by the hand to the things that men cannot see. For since men believe that the eyes are more trustworthy 
than the ears, they doubt of that which they do not see, and so he has deigned to show himself in bodily 
presence, that he may remove all doubt.’’ (Sermon on Nativity) 

The wise men from the East did not doubt that the wondrous star that they saw in the sky was teaching 
them, leading them somewhere, to someone. The purpose of the star was fulfilled when it ““halted over 
the place where the child was’’, having brought the wise men to the infant Savior. 

When the baby Christ was presented in the Temple, St. Symeon, gazing down at the child he held 
in his arms, cried out to the Lord of Hosts: ‘‘Now, Master, you can let your servant go in peace, Just 
as you promised; because my eyes have seen the salvation which you have prepared for all the nations 
to see, a light to enlighten the pagans and the glory of your people, Israel.’’ (Gospel of St. Luke 22:9-32) 

The savants from the Orient, also gazing down at the infant held in the arms of his mother, recognized 
the ‘‘King of Kings’’ and ‘‘Lord of Hosts’’ and humbled themselves by kneeling and touching their 
foreheads to the earth. They too had seen with their ‘‘own eyes’’ and doubted not and gone back to 


>> 


their own land, ““in peace. 
Visited by angels from on high, bathed in the “‘glory of the Lord which shone round about them,’ 


shepherds near Bethlehem were heralded with the news, ‘‘a savior has been born to you; he is Christ 
the Lord. And here is a sign for you; you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in 
a manger.’’ (Gospel of St. Luke 2: 11, 12) 

These conservative folk, practical and severe in their lifestyle, went to the town, ‘‘to see this thing 
that has happened which the Lord has made known to us.’’ ‘‘When they saw the child, they repeated 
what they had been told by the angels about him . . . glorifying and praising God for all they had heard 
and seen; it was exactly as they had been told.” (Gospel of St. Luke 2: 15, 18, 20) Led, as it were, 
by the hand of the infant himself, they came to see, to gaze on their Savior, the Anointed Lord. 

From Alexandria, Egypt, hear St. Athanasius the Great on why God became man: ‘‘Yet men, bowed 
down by the pleasures of the moment and by the frauds and illusion of evil spirits, did not lift up their 
heads to the truth. What was God to do in the face of this dehumanizing of mankind? Was he to keep 
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ii 
silence and let men go on being thus deceived and kept in ignorance of himself. What else could he 
do, being God, but renew his image in mankind so that through it men might once more come to know 
him.’’ (On the Incarnation, III) 

There it is. Because we can be deluded and led astray by the material goods and entertainment of 
this world; because we do not lift up our heads to the truth, Truth has come down to dwell among us, 
to lift our hearts, to open our eyes, to raise our dead bodies from the dust of the earth. Jesus Christ, 
born of the Virgin Mary, is the Way, the Truth and the Life, and has come to remove any doubt in 
our lives about who we are and to whom and where we belong. God himself has come among us to 
lead us and take us by the hand to the high place and high calling he gives to us, and about which we 
too often choose to remain ignorant. 

Once more, hear the voice of St. Athanasius: ‘‘Men turned from the contemplation of God above, 
and were looking for him in the opposite direction, down among created things and things of sense. 
The Savior of us all, the Word of God, in his great love took to himself a body and moved as man among 
men, meeting their senses, so to speak, half way. He became himself an object for the senses, so that 
those who were seeking God in sensible things might comprehend the Father through the works which 
he, the Word of God, did in the body.”’ 

In his homily on this feast day, St. Leo of Rome fairly sings his sermon: ‘‘ Awake, O man, from 
sleep, and recognize the dignity of your own nature! Remember that you are made in the image and 
likeness of God; which though corrupted in Adam, was made new in Christ. Look at visible things as 
they are useful, but offer praise and glory to their Creator.”’ 

The wise men saw, the shepherds saw, St. Symeon and St. Thomas saw. St. John the beloved Apostle 
exclaims, ‘‘we have seen with our own eyes . . . we have watched . . . and touched with our hands, 
the Word, who is life. That life was made visible . . . We are telling you so that you, too, may be in 
union with us, as we are in union with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ.” (1st Letter of St. 
jonni: 45 243.) 

You may say, ‘‘Yes, they saw and believed. What about us who are here so far away in time?’’ Indeed, 
do we, too, need to see with our own eyes? Do we need to touch? To hear? We do not need to personally 
meet our great-great grandparents to know that they have existed. We know from our own being that 
in time, they were before us. So, too, we have the Apostles and saints before us as eye-witnesses to the Lord. 

St. Peter, in his first letter says, ““You did not see him , yet you love him; and still without seeing 
him, you are already filled with a joy so glorious that it cannot be described, because you believe; and, 
you are sure of the end to which your faith looks forward, that is, the salvation of your souls.”’ (Ist 
Detter or Bt? Peter 18,9) 

Dearly beloved, having taken a few brief moments to reflect on the meaning of this feast and lovely 
day, let us believe and dedicate our senses to God and offer him due honor by living righteously in this 
world. Let us doubt not the depths of God’s love for mankind, but let us, in faith, stretch out our hands 
to the infant Christ that he may lead us to what we cannot see and back to our Father in heaven. Let 
us lift our eyes from the cares of this earth to the heavens, so that we can behold and rejoice in the victorious 
Son of God coming down in clouds of glory to claim the hearts and lives of all mankind. Let us journey 
with the wise men and hasten with the shepherds to the town of Bethlehem, and let us prepare in our 
hearts and lives a worthy resting place for the Savior, Christ the Lord, who teaches us, who leads us 
through this life and and into that which is to come. 


Christ is born! Glorify him! 


|NATHANIEL 

By the Mercy of God, 

By the will of the People, 

Bishop of the Romanian Orthodox Episcopate of America 
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Continued from page 2 
Tuesday, August 11 — Bucharest to Satu Mare 
(Day 4) 

| We arose at 4:30 a.m. to bathe, pack and get ready 
for our 5:45 check-out from the Boulevard Hotel. We 
| took a taxi to the local — not international — airport. 
| We boarded the plane for Satu Mare. It was about a 
| 1% hour flight. There we said goodby to Frs. Roman 
| Braga, Gregory Rogers and John Reeves who flew the 
same plane on to another city about 60 miles away. 
| We would not see them again for 10 days. 

Waiting at the airport to meet us in Satu Mare was 
the dean of the local region, Fr. Alexander and Fr. 
| John, a parish priest, who, with his wife Rodica host- 
ed us in their home. They live in town, have four chil- 
dren, a dog Prince, and three pigs and some chickens 
| out back. She sews vestments, and Fr. David ordered 

a blue set, and I a gold set. This part of the trip was 
! “unscheduled’”’ and turned out to be a great blessing. 
i Because of the airline flight frequency, we had unknow- 
| ingly added two days onto the front of the trip. 
We had lunch at Fr. Alexander’s house (the dean 
i in Romania functions administratively much like a bish- 
| op in the US) and met his wife and family. The meal 
| was followed by a walking tour of the city, including 
| the Orthodox Churches, and the former slain dictator 
| Ceauşescu's area house. There, the first thing visible 
| as we walked in was the Cross of Christ! It was promi- 
i nently displayed on the livingroom wall. How the 
| mighty have fallen! 
| Being the Dormition Fast, and with Holy Mary vir- 
! tually the patron saint of Romania, these days are a 
| major event on the Orthodox calendar. There were two 
| church services this night, one at 5:30, the other at 7:00. 
| We were asked to speak at both, which were called a 
| paraclis to honor Mary. Fr. David, very emotional at 
| the sight of his eager listeners, told briefly of his con- 
| version to Christ and to Orthodoxy at the first service. 
| The 7:00 p.m. service was held outdoors at the site 
| of a soon-to-be-built Orthodox Church. They estimated 
| that 10,000 people attended! After the half-hour ser- 
| vice, Fr. David gave his testimony, and I preached on 
Mary as Mother of God out of Luke 1. I closed with 
| the invitation to commit our lives to Christ, and a pray- 
er. The local Pentecostal pastor whom we had visited 
| that afternoon, and who oversees 44 congregations, was 
! there. Afterwards, the press of the crowd and the de- 
_ sire of the people to kiss my pectoral cross was so great, 
| we barely made it to the waiting car. I have never seen 
| such spiritual hunger! The following morning, the priest 
at Satu Mare told us attendance had doubled the next 
| Sunday. 

We drove from the outdoor meeting to Fr. Alex- 
ander’s office and residence where all the area priests 
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Fr. Dan Suciu distributes booklets in Radauti after 
preaching on August 21. 


had gathered in the large conference room for dinner. 
Everyone was thrilled because of the size of the crowd 
and enthusiasm of the people. Mass evangelism in 
Romania isn’t only for the sectarians anymore! The 
spirit of Pentecost lives on! 


Wednesday, August 12 — Satu Mare (Day 5) 

In the morning at 8:15 we walked to the mayor’s 
office in Satu Mare. He is an Orthodox Christian. He 
and his family attended the previous night’s meeting, 
and asked then that we pay him a call. We sat at his 
boardroom table for an hour and talked of Christ, 
Church and local politics. He is trying very hard to take 
a stand for the Lord without compromise as he runs 
the political affairs of the district. 

After an early lunch at Fr. John’s house, we drove 
to a monastery about an hour away, very near the bor- 
der of Ukraine and the old USSR. The roads were aw- 
ful, and there was a lot of horse-drawn farm traffic and 
many small villages along the way. In the village we 
were shown a museum area in the afternoon with old 
Romanian houses and a wooden Orthodox Church 
reconstructed on a hillside overlooking a stream. Peo- 
ple were there washing their woolen rugs in the stream. 

The young abbot, Fr. Emmanuel, along with eleven 
other monks, comprise the monastery of the Dormi- 
tion on a beautiful hilltop overlooking the village. This 
monastery was closed from 1948 to 1987 because of the 
Communist takeover. We had (another) lunch and then 
napped on blankets on the grounds outside the Church 
(their custom). At about 6:00 p.m. we drove back to 
the village for the 7:00 service. 

This evening we again spoke in the village church 
to probably 400-500 people. Fr. David preached on 
repentance, baptism and renewal out of Acts 243 Bert, 
and I preached on worship out of Isaiah 6. The people 
soaked up the teaching. We had dinner with the local 
priest, Fr. Fair and his wife at their home, and then 
drove the one hour distance back to Satu Mare for the 


night. 
Continued on page 6 
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Continued from page 5 
Thursday, August 13 — Satu Marie to Baia Mare 
to Rohia (Day 6) 

We arose after our best night’s sleep so far. Fr. David 
went to the Liturgy with Fr. John (they celebrate the 
Divine Liturgy every morning at 7:00) while I wrote 
in my journal and took a shower. 

Fr. John drove us toward the monastery of the Dor- 
mition of Mary, and after an hour on terrible roads, 
we stopped in Baia Mare to see His Grace, Bishop 
JUSTINIAN. The Bishop’s residence and chancery is 
in a former communist office, a stately two-story home. 
His reputation is that of being a holy man, and he is. 
It was during lunch with him that Fr. Dan got word 
that all our literature was stuck in Bucharest, thanks 
to Lufthansa, now 10 hours away by car. He left the 
table immediately and got on the phone to make alter- 
nate plans to get it. (It turned out that his brother drove 
all night Thursday in a truck to get the material, was 
delayed further by the airline, and drove back again 
to this area with it on Saturday. 
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Rev. Frs. Dan Suciu, Peter Gillquist and David 
Ogan talking with the faithful after the morning ser- 
vice at Rohia on August 14. 


At six in the evening we drove to a meeting hall 
downtown, a new and modern building that served as 
the Communist ‘‘Cultural Center’’ for youth, where 
all the major socialist youth rallies were held. But to- 
night it was a rally for Jesus Christ and His Church! 
We walked into a hall of marble, full of the faithful, 
with an altar setup and icons all around. We did a 
paraclis or intercession service to honor the Holy Vir- 
gin, and the singing of the people was magnificent! Fr. 
David and I spoke about our journey to Orthodoxy in 
some detail, and the faithful seemed very encouraged. 

We were to leave for the monastery just after the ser- 
vice, but the Bishop insisted we return to his home for 
supper — trout and all the trimmings. As a result, we 
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did not leave town until 9:30 p.m. and were driven 
there by Fr. John Pope, the bishop’s secretary. This 
man, from a poor family, was basically raised by the 
Bishop and literally owes his life to him. We stopped 
by his home briefly, met his family, and then went on 
to the monastery where we arrived about 11:00 p.m. 
Frs. Dan and David went out to make a phone call 
regarding the literature; I went to bed exhausted. 


Friday, August 14 — The Dormition Monastery, , 
Rohia (Day 7) 

Fr's. Dan, David and I shared two bedrooms and: 
a half-bath in a virtual villa atop the mountain over-: 
looking the monastery. The scenery is breath-taking, | 
and morning greeted us about 6:30 a.m. Matins and! 
Liturgy began at 6:00, but we were too tired to make it. 

We had breakfast at 8:30 in the monks’ diningroom: 
and then went to the chapel for the end of the healing; 
service. At the close, Fr. David spoke on the Protes-- 
tant rejection of the Holy Sacraments. I spoke on the: 
spread of Orthodoxy in America through convertt 
churches, and urged the people to let the light of Christ! 
shine in their lives, to reach out to others. Fr. Dan iss 
so enthusiastic as our interpreter, he preaches what we: 
say, instead of just translating the message. His role: 
is absolutely indispensable in helping us understand the 
people, to meet and know the Romanian clergy and 
laity and to guide us in every way. 

After lunch, they wanted us to preach again. By this 
time the crowd was at about 5,000. So at 1:00 we be- 
gan, getting somewhat more theological in content whil 
trying to keep our words simple and clear. We preached: 
at the outside altar and solea: Fr. David on ‘‘The Fall. 
of Man’’; I on ‘‘Who is Jesus Christ?’’ We rested in: 
the later afternoon and prepared for the evening when: 
we would each preach once more. 

Just as we were getting ready for 6:00 vespers, 
young man came to the door. ‘‘Come quickly,”’ he said. 
““The Bishop is coming and we must greet him!’’ Bish- 
op JUSTINIAN had rearranged his plans to be wit 
us. Everyone was thrilled. We grabbed our vestments 
and hurried down the hill. All the clergy and some of 
the people lined up in two columns at the gate of th 
monastery for the Bishop to pass through. Soon he ap- 
peared — what an icon of Christ coming to His peo- 
ple. We all celebrated vespers together. 

After vespers, I preached again on Mary out of Luke 
1. Then His Grace waxed eloquent for nearly an hour, 
including why he decided to come to the monastery? 
(1) to see the faithful; (2) to honor the monks; and (3) 
to thank us for coming from America to teach an 
preach Christ. He also paid the finest tribute to wom- 
en I have ever heard. This is the first man I’ve heard 
preach who I feel could melt the hearts of hardened 
American feminists. 


To Be Continued... 


ROMANIAN CHRISTMAS CAROLS 


ne of the most beautiful, meaningful and 
O strongly maintained traditions brought by our 

fathers and mothers to America is the carol- 
ing at the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ. Perhaps one 
reason why this has continued is because it has been, 
and can be, a meaningful religious experience for carol- 
ers and audience alike. 

Today's caroling is one of the ways in which the lay- 
man, the ‘‘unordained’’, takes an active part in the 
preaching of the Gospel. It is fulfillment of the com- 
mand to go and preach to all the world. Actually, all 
singing or hymnody is both praise of God and a form 
of musical lay preaching. 

The Word of God, spoken or sung, has power. The 
carolers are the media bringing to the world this op- 
portunity to experience the power through the simple, 
yet profound verses of these folk hymns celebrating the 
birth of Christ. Those who are open and believe, who 
listen and hear, who live and foster the Good News, 
will indeed feel the surge of power as they sing and lis- 
ten. What greater ‘‘present’’ to give or receive than 
this acknowledgement of God’s work among men as 
told in song! These carols are contemporary with the 
songs of the early Church mentioned by St. Paul, in 
the sense that they are full of that same apostolic joy, 
happiness and gladness. 

Having these things in mind, when the carolers come 
to your home, receive them as preachers of the Good 
News. Honor them as you would the prophets, the an- 
gels, and all the others. Anticipate their coming and 
prepare an atmosphere of your home. Turn off the TV, 
gather the family around, invite your friends. Respect- 
fully be attentive and center your heart on the mes- 
sage they bring. % 

{Bishop Nathaniel 


Christ, The Child Was Born Today 
(Astazi s’a Nascut Hristos) 

Christ, the Child was born today, 
Messiah, Who’ll light the way, 
Praises strong, hear our songs, 
Joy to us belongs. 
Little Child in swaddling clothes, 
Wrapped and bundled all aglow! 
Praises strong, hear our songs, 
Joy to us belongs. 
Earthly winds do not disturb Him, 
| Falling snow will never hurt Him, 
Praises strong, hear our songs, 
Joy to us belongs. 
From now on and evermore, 
Is the mercy of our Lord, 
Praises strong, hear our songs, 
Joy to us belongs. 


SOLIA DECEMBER 1992 


IN THE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM 
(In Orașul Vifleem) 
In the town of Bethlehem, 
Come all, see and worship Him. 
For today indeed was born, 
Everlasting, Christ our Lord. 
Fulfilled today as was foretold, 
This great prophecy of old. 
Christ is born for everyone, 
Messiah, Illumined One! 


From the seed of David’s birth, 
Holy Spirit came on earth. 

From the East the three Kings came, 
Worshipping to praise His name. 
Richly gifts to Him they bring, 

To our Christ in praise they sing. 
Gently sleep, oh Heavenly King, 
The cattle’s warmth is comforting. 
Dry, warm hay beneath Your head, 
Loving angels ’round Your bed. 
Glory to all Those on high, 

May this peace fore’er abide. 


THIS HOLY DAY’S A LIGHT 
(Praznic Luminos) 

This holy day’s a light, 
Shining ever bright. 
For today is blessed, 
With joy and happiness. 
For our glorious Savior, 
And our great Redeemer, 
Was born of the flesh. 
Paradise was sealed, 
Today has been revealed. 
The serpent who had sinned, 
Was trampled from within. 
Ancestors emerged and 
Through the Holy Virgin 
Have been saved again. 
Angels sing the Word, 
Shepherd’s pipe is heard, 
Wise Men kneel in prayer, 
Joy is everywhere. 
But in Herod’s day, 
Terror led the way, 
For the Birth was there. 
Seek to find a way, 
And the Child to slay. 
But, Jesus, the Word, 
Was rescued when they heard, 
Praise be in His name, 
Bless His holy name, 
For ages, Amen. 
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HOLY SYNOD ELEVATES 
BISHOP KYRILL 


erarchs,and His Holiness, MAKSIM, of the Bulgar- 
ian Church outside the doors of the church follow- 
ing the service. Directly behind and to the left of 
the patriarch is His Eminence, KYRILL of Pitts- 
burgh and the Bulgarian Diocese. 


formed by His Grace, KYRILL, Bishop of 

Pittsburgh and of the Bulgarian Diocese of Tole- 
do, that he had just returned from a six week personal 
visit to his native Bulgaria. 

During the time spent there, His Grace KYRILL 
visited with the hierarchy of the Bulgarian Church and 
was warmly received by His Holiness, MAKSIM, and 
other hierarchs of the Church. He participated in litur- 
gical services with members of the hierarchy, includ- 
ing His Holiness, and with visiting metropolitans of 
the Church of Greece. 

The Bulgarian Patriarchate informed Bishop 
KYRILL that it had notified the Ecumenical Patriar- 
chate of having lifted canonical sanctions against Bishop 
KYRILL. According to church officials, the Church 
had been coerced by the previous communist govern- 
ment to impose sanctions against Bishop KYRILL. 

During his stay, Bishop KYRILL visited monaster- 
ies, churches, seminaries and other church institutions. 
He was also a guest of the government and was inter- 
viewed by the media. 

In his report, the hierarch stated that neo-Protestants 
are also trying to proselytize Orthodox Christians, us- 
ing bribes and other tactics to woe people away from 
the Church during the difficult financial and social 
changes the nation is experiencing. 

After his report and with due spiritual preparation, 
the Holy Synod, in honor of Bishop KYRILL’s ser- 
vice to the Orthodox Church in America, in respect 
to his 50th anniversary in the Holy Priesthood, and his 
pastoral guidance of the Bulgarian faithful in Ameri- 
ca, elevated him to the rank of Archbishop. % 


t its Autumn session, the Holy Synod was in- 
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Poems From 
Communist Prisons III 


AT THE SNOWFLAKED WINDOW 
by Sergiu Grossu 


Standing at the sad snowflaked window, 
I send you my thoughts to carol for you. 
Do you hear them sing to you of Christ? 
Light and vigil lamp, light it 

and try to hold Him in your arms, 

hold out a warm hand to Him. 


““Hai Velerim and Lerui Ler,! 

white flowers, holy apple blossoms!”’ 
Through deep drifts and frost 

I have come with deep longing 

to tell you, gentle wife, 

that in the deep-rooted memory 

you can gather, as in a nest, the whole sky. 


And I'll tell you, as once I used to tell you, 
about a small bear and a slim faun, 

about a little bug and the chip of a star. 
saying it to the tune of a violin 

about my unchanging love, 

grown and growing in jail, 

grown out of my heart and my flesh. 


At the window dappled by dawn, 

I have sent my longing to knock, 
‘“Will you welcome the carollers?’’ 
And you, close to the window, 
listening to the lovely song, 

weep over my life in bondage 

and the years wasted away in prison. 


' Refrain used on carols. . 


INFORMATIVE 
BULLETIN 


Annual Synod / General Assembly 
of all Pairshes 


The Episcopate Office anticipates receipt of all 


parish membership rosters and dues BEFORE the 
Annual Parish Synod. Please allow enough time 
to submit your clearly typewritten membership 
lists (in triplcate copy) for Episcopate approval. — 
A Parish Synod CANNOT be held without the — 
Episcopate approval of the Parish membership | 
roster. & 
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25TH ANNUAL 
| CONFERENCE 
BROTHERHOOD U.S.A. 


he Orthodox Brotherhood Annual Conference 
was held on October 16-18 in Southfield, 
Michigan, hosted by St. George Cathedral 
embers. On Friday evening an informal get-together 
was held at the hotel. 

On Saturday, the reports of the officers took place 
irst and lively discussions followed. These discussions 
included both positive and negative comments. They 
also included many viable suggestions which the Board 
will consider this year. 

The major topics mentioned were membership, the 
Newsline, the 25th Anniversary booklet, yellow pages, 
comprehensive leadership program, AROY- 
Brotherhood bond, and donations. Both the member- 
ship and Newsline are slated for improvement this year. 
The Anniversary booklet was successfully completed. 
The yellow pages and the comprehensive leadership 
program contributions by the Brotherhood were estab- 
lished to be completed, and both of these projects were 
urned over to the Episcopate. The donations for this 
next year again include financial support for the Sen- 
or Vatra camp. 

The goals for the new year include the improvement 
bf membership, member communications, financial sit- 
lation, and refining our identity. 

The new officers are President — George Aldea, Vice 
resident — John Stanitz, Secretary — Mary Sankey, 
reasurer — Tom Carto, Auditors — Manuela Cru- 
va and Chuck Nanas, Membership Chairperson — He- 
len Freudig, Episcopate delegates — Jane Martin and 
al Pufescu, and Alternate delegates — John Ghin- 
dea and Dorina Riscutta. 

After the meeting, a memorial service and Vespers 
ere served. In the evening a delightful dinner dance 
ook place. On Sunday, many of the conference mem- 
bers attended Divine Liturgy and the 80th Anniver- 
sary banquet at the Cathedral. % 


~ SCHOLARSHIP 
REMINDER 


The Deadline for the Martha Gavrila — 
FORA Scholarship for Women pursuing a 
ost-graduate degree is March 30, 1993. See 
~ SOLIA, November 1992, p. 7 for details. ¥ 
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Tue NEED FOR AN 
ORTHODOX SEMINARY IN 


ALBA IULIA, ROMANIA 
dB his is one of the great historic cities in Roma- 


nia, in a region evangelized by St. Andrew the 

apostle. There is even archeological evidence 
of a large cathedral here in the ninth century! The area 
has been a strong Christian and political center ever 
since, and the city of Alba Iulia has undergone alter- 
nating periods of persecution and peace. 

The Bishop today is ANDREI, a godly man in his 
early forties, who was consecrated after the Revolution 
of 1989 at the insistence of the priests and faithful. He 
lives adjacent to the Cathedral of the Holy Trinity in 
the center of the city. It is a breathtakingly beautiful 
Church and grounds constructed by King Ferdinand 
I for his coronation in 1922. But today there is barely 
enough money to maintain the Cathedral. About 50% 
of the people here are out of work, and this is the most 
poverty-stricken region in Romania. 

Today, there is a great need for an Orthodox semi- 
nary to train both men and women. The Roman Catho- 
lics with papal money and the Pentecostals with Ameri- 
can money are here in force in this 87 % Orthodox area. 
They have each built large seminaries, preying on Or- 
thodox youth. 

One of the strong Orthodox priests, with his Bishop’s 
blessing, has begun an Orthodox seminary. He already 
has 80 students, and if they can construct a facility soon, 
they can accommodate the 300 students who wish to 
enroll in 1993. But there is no space nor source for mon- 
ey. If they can find $5,000, the immediate need will 
be met. 

Frs. David Ogan and Peter Gillquist have commit- 
ted to the Bishop to find the money in America this 
fall. Both Bishop ANDREI and the priest who heads 
the school, Fr. Simeon Todorau, have a vision to bring 
spiritual awakening to this area. The seminary gradu- 
ates would go out to teach Orthodox Christianity in 
the elementary and high schools in the region. Some 
of the men would enter the priesthood. 

In all our travels in Romania, this was the most stra- 
tegic need in the entire country. It is our prayer that 
God will touch His people in America to contribute sac- 
rificially to this challenging need. % 


DEADLINE: 
JANUARY ISSUE 


December 10 
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30 YEARS OF WOMEN’S 
INTER-ORTHODOX 
COOPERATION 


he Eastern Orthodox Women’s Guild of Great- 


i er Cleveland celebrated its 30th anniversary of 

existence with special festivities at St. Mary 
Church on Warren Road, November 2, 1992. The 
highlight of the evening was the presence of His Emi- 
nence, PHILIP, Metropolitan of the Antiochian Arch- 
diocese, who, along with the Very Rev. Fr. Vasile 
Hategan, had co- founded the Guild. Special recogni- 
tion was also given to Father Hategan for his continu- 
ous service to the Guild as its Spiritual Advisor and 
congratulations offered to Rev. Fr. Remus Grama, his 
successor. Fr. Hategan’s ‘‘Swan Song”” brought tears 
to many eyes as he recalled the ups and downs of the 
Guild to be a beacon of Orthodox unity. 

The struggle over the past decades to have Ortho- 
dox Christianity recognized as a major faith was 
remembered, and significant and charming moments 
of the history of the Guild came to life. Past Presidents 
were also honored, and among those distinguished for 
working for Orthodox unity were Leona Barbu and 
Jane Martin. 

President of the Guild, Ramona Darmour, read 
proclamations sent by Congresswoman Mary Rose 
Oakar and Mayor Michael White of Cleveland. 

The good fruit of Orthodox unity in Metropolitan 
Cleveland was evident through the presence of most 
of the clergy of the area and with representatives from 
various jurisdictions. Representing the ARFORA was 
National President, Pauline Trutza. 

A donation of close to $1,000 was made in honor of 
Metropolitan PHILIP to the newly established Inter- 
national Orthodox Christian Charities (LOCC). Co- 
donors were the Inter-Orthodox Committee and the 
Eastern Orthodox Women’s Guild. 

His Eminence, PHILIP, recalled with nostalgia the 
years he had spent as parish priest in Cleveland. He 
offered an inspired reflection on the role of women in 
the Church and addressed the issue of Orthodox uni- 
ty. The hierarch counseled that, ‘‘This will take place 
in God's good time, not according to our own.” 

To the delight of the members of the Guild and guests 
present, His Eminence bestowed on Fr. Vasile Hate- 
gan the ““Antonian Merit Gold Medal,” the highest 
distinction for clergy and laity of the Antiochian Arch- 
diocese. He evoked the special merits and efforts of the 
Cleveland priest, and in particular in the realm of work- 
ing for Orthodox unity; and, Metropolitan PHILIP also 


honored the Eastern Orthodox Women’s Guild of 


Greater Cleveland on the occasion of its 30th Anniver- 


10 PRAY FOR A FREE ROMANIA AND WORLD PEACE 


Metropolitan PHILIP congratulates Archpriest 
Vasile Hategan on being awarded the Antonian: 
Gold Medal. 


sary! Many Years! Metropolitan PHILIP! Mani 
Years! Father Hategan! Many Years! Eastern Ortha 
dox Women’s Guild! 4 


CLERGY TRANSFERS 


Rev. Fr. Raymond SAMOILA is assigned as Paris 
Administrator to St. Nicholas Parish, Alliance, Ohia 
effective November 8, 1992. 


A.R.A. 
AID FOR ROMANIANS) 
IN ALBANIA 


We renew our appeal to you to 
help our suffering brothers and sis- 
ters in Christ in Albania. After 
years of persecution, they are now trying to resur- 
rect their spiritual lives and rebuild their churches. 
We know that material help, such as food, clothings 
and medical supplies is needed, but they also must 
satisfy their spiritual thirst and hunger. 

Our Lord Jesus Christ assured us that if we ‘‘seekl 
first the Kingdom of God,”’’ all things will be added 
on to us. So let us help in their search for God’s 
Kingdom by helping our brothers and sisters in Cor~ 
cea rebuild their church. There is no small or unim- 
portant donation in this regard. 

All donations are administered by the Parisbi 
Council of St. Dimitrie Church and are taxi 
deductible. We ask that you please respond as you 
can to this renewed appeal by mailing your dona- 
tion to the church office, 579 Clinton Ave., Bridge 
port, CT 06605 ~% 


sean eeenneas eacnce 
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Wor.tp Cuurcu News 


Church in Moldova 


[OCA News] At the request of Archbishop Vladimir of Chisinau 
d in response to the Romanian clergy and faithful of Moldova, the 
oly Synod of the Church of Russia granted administrative independ- 
nce to the Church of Moldova. This self-governing status will be 
eflected in church administration, economic management, religious 
ducation and Church — State Relations. By this action, Moscow tries 


o maintain an altered ““status quo’’ — neither autocephaly nor unity 
ith Bucharest. 


hurch Publication Revived in Moldova 


This year, the Archdiocese of Chisinau, Moldova (previously part 
bf the Soviet Union), brought back to life after 50 years of absence 
he “‘Luminatorul’’ bimonthly theological review. Sponsored by the 
“Mitropolitul Varlaam”’ Society and edited by Archpriest Petru Bubu- 
z, the magazine continues the program of the original issue printed 
n 1908 by the first editor, Constantin Popovici. ‘‘Luminatorul’’ ap- 
pears in the Romanian language in Latin alphabet. Since the 1812 
ussian occupation, Romanians in Moldova have been under con- 
tinuous pressures of Russification. ‘‘Luminatorul’’ represented a for- 
tress of defense for the Romanian culture and language. We salute 
its re-publication. 


SYNDESMOS: Goals For Young People 


The executive committee of SY NDESMOS, The World Federation 
of Orthodox Youth, met for a week long debate in September, in Paris, 
France. The 13 member committee ““made important decisions con- 
erning the SY NDESMOS projects for the next three years under the 
theme, ‘‘Let your light shine before all people.’’ It was also decided 
at the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord, February 2, be the new 
World Day of Orthodox Youth. The meeting also defined actions es- 
tablished by the XIV General Assembly, such as: Orthodox Youth 
Education, Orthodox Youth Solidarity and Unity, Orthodox Youth 
iTraining, etc. SY NDESMOS is supported by all Orthodox Churches, 
and it has members in 32 countries. Presently, the President is Fr. 
‘Heikki Huttunen of Finland. (The Church Messenger, Oct. 25) 


1 

Anglican Archbishop Visits Phanar 

Archbishop Carey, head of the Church of England, recently visited 
the Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew I. A joint communique was 
issued in the Phanar and at Lambeth Palace in London referring to 
he difficulties of the Anglican — Orthodox dialogue, especially due 
to the issue of ordination of women. The Anglican prelate reaffirmed 
his commitment to the dialogue, ‘‘the aim of which is nothing less than 
| sacramental reconciliation of our Churches in the truth of Christ,’’ 
e communique said. *“The two sides agreed that talks between the 
two Churches would continue on an annual basis.’’ (Hellenic Chronicle, 
IOct. 22). 


reek Orthodox Reaffirm Love For Mother Church 


The October 10 meeting of the Greek Archdiocesan Council ‘‘ap- 
proved a resolution expressing the love and devotion of the Greek Or- 
thodox Church in the Americas for the Mother Church — the Ecu- 
menical Patriarchate of Constantinople — and stressed this unity will 
never be broken.’’ (Hellenic Chronicle, Oct. 22) 


Orthodox and Roman Catholic Bishops 


Annual Meeting 

The annual meeting of the Orthodox and Catholic bishops in the 
'U.S.A. was held between Sep. 30-October 2 in Tenafly, N.J., under 
the joint chairmanship of Metropolitan Silas of New Jersey and Arch- 
bishop Rembert G. Weakland of Milwaukee. The final communique 
reaffirms the commitment to these dialogues, which have suffered due 
‘to tensions between Catholics and Orthodox in Eastern Europe. The 
‘Orthodox bishops expressed their ‘‘deepest reservations”! with the re- 
cent letter of the Congregation for the Doctrine and Faith, “Some 
Aspects of the Church Understood As Communion.” The letter indi- 
cates a change of mind in regard to the basic presuppositions that the 
‘two Churches meet as ‘‘equal Churches, manifesting the fullness of 


| 
| 
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catholicity of the One, Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church.” The 
communique also acknowledges that both Churches have perpetrated 
iniquities since the Schism, and calls for ‘‘mutual forgiveness.’’ In this 
spirit, the example of reconciliation offered by Patriarch Athenagoras 
and Pope Paul VI is to be followed. The plague of human suffering 
stemming from religious tensions in the former Yugoslavia, generat- 
ed an appeal to all faithful in the U.S.A. to pray for reconciliation in 
that region and expressed support for humanitarian actions of relief. 


(Hellenic Chronicle, Oct. 22) 


SCOBA Pledges Millions to Charity Around 
the World 


The Standing Conference of Canonical Orthodox Bishops in America 
decided at the September 30 meeting in New York to raise millions 
of dollars to subsidize the newly formed International Orthodox Chris- 
tian Charities (IOCC). The relief funds will be raised from solicita- 
tions by the various member jurisdictions throughout the U.S.A. and 
Canada. An appeal on the Sunday of Orthodoxy next year will inau- 
gurate the ongoing effort. The IOCC has offered 17 million dollars 
to Russia alone. Dedicated to help needy people all over the world, 
the infant Orthodox Agency was awarded $400,000 from the USAID. 
With winter coming, the IOCC is working to help hundreds of thou- 
sands of displaced persons in the former Yugoslavia, and also people 
affected by disasters worldwide. (The Church Messenger, 10-11-92). 


Europe, Religion and Peace 

The 6th international summit of world religious leaders assembled 
in Louvain, Belgium (Sep. 13-15), was attended by about 350 represen- 
tatives of the principal religions to debate the theme: ‘‘Europe, relig- 
ion and peace.’’ The first similar symposium was held in 1986 at the 
initiative of Pope John Paul II in Assissi, Italy. Belgian prime minis- 
ter Dehaene said ‘‘peace in Europe will depend largely on our capaci- 
ty to moderate our own prosperity and share it with others.’’ At the 
closing ceremony, messages were read from Ecumenical Patriarch Bar- 
tolomew I, Metropolitan Philaret of Minsk and Pope John Paul II. 
The final joint declaration reads: ‘‘As persons of religion, we engage 
ourselves to preach peace and to educate our believers in dialogue.”’ 


[EPS] 


Religion in Ukraine 

A sociological survey conducted by ‘‘Alfa’’ information service in 
Kiev, in July 1992, indicates that: 1. Those believing in God are: 46% 
(ages 15-24); 41% (ages 30-45); 79% (ages 55-75). 2. Those praying 
regularly: 3% (ages 15-24); 1% (ages 55-75). 3. Those believing God 
works wonders even now: 25% (ages 15-24); 7% (ages 30-45); 61% 
(ages 55-75). [Vistnik, Nov. 1992] 


OCA Primate Visits Russia and Finland 


[Syosset] In response to the invitation of Russian Patriarch Aleksy 
II, His Beatitude, Metropolitan Theodosius was the guest of the Rus- 
sian Orthodox Church from September 19 to October 9, 1992. After 
he visited many shrines, monasteries, churches and officials of the coun- 
try, Metropolitan Theodosius attended meetings of the Holy Synod 
of the Church of Russia. Gratitude was expressed to him for the relief 
and assistance in Christian education offered by the OCA. ‘‘The Pri- 
mates of the two Churches reviewed the issue of Orthodox Diaspora 
and reached a full agreement concerning the canonical principles which 
must serve as the basis of church organization and life.’’ In Finland, 
His Beatitude visited with Archbishop John and Metropolitan Tikhon 
of Helsinki. 


Bishop Herman Receives Doctor of Divinity Degree 
His Grace, the Most Reverend HERMAN, Bishop of Philadelphia 
and Eastern Pennsylvania of the Orthodox Church in America and 
Rector of St. Tikhon’s Orthodox Theological Seminary in South Ca- 
naan, Pennsylvania, was honored on November 6th and November 
7th when the Doctor of Divinity Degree, honoris causa, was conferred 
on him by Nashotah House (Nashotah, Wisconsin), one of the fore- 
most theological seminaries of the Episcopal Church in the United 
States, during its Sesquicentennial celebration. In 1905, Nashotah 
House awarded an honorary Doctor degree to the founder of St. Ti- 
khon’s Monastery, the recently canonized Russian Orthodox Patri- 

arch Tikhon. % 
Completed by Fr. Remus Grama 
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PARISH 


BULLETIN 3 
NOTES 


Woonsocket, RI. St. John. The ex- 
teriors of our church and rectory have 
been nicely painted through the gener- 
ous donation of the Ladies Auxiliary. A 
dedication ceremony took place for the 
church title on the portico arch of 
polished cast aluminum donated in the 
loving memory of Victor Rasta by his 
family . . . A special thanks to all who 
participated in our 80th Anniversary 
Dinner Dance . . . There will be a spe- 
cial Fish Dinner to benefit the church 
steeple renovation. 


Southfield, MI. St. George Cathe- 
dral. We hosted the 25th annual Ortho- 
dox Brotherhood Conference . . . We 
had a well-attended 80th Anniversary 
Dinner . . . The Church School chil- 
dren loved their session when they met 
and talked with Bishop NATHANIEL 
about many things ... Frs. Lazar, 
Copacia, and Braga accompanied Bish- 
op NATHANIEL to St. Lazarus 
Church (Detroit) to greet the Serbian 
Patriarch, His Holiness Paul, and at- 
tend the Vespers Service. 


Regina, SK. St. George. AROY 
sponsored a dinner and a Church Bowl- 
ing Nite. . . The Ladies Auxiliary ca- 
tered a popular ‘‘Fowl Supper,’’ and 
they are collecting cans, plastic and 
glass bottles, and pennies to help a 
Community Project .. . Video tapes 
are available of the retreat with Fr. Gill- 
quist . . . In the Church Bulletin, Fr. 
Dan is writing about the still living, 
saintly Romanian monk, Fr. Ilie Cleo- 
pa. 


Dearborn Hgts., MI. Sts. Peter & 
Paul. AROY sponsored a tasty Buffet 
Luncheon. . . Our Church School stu- 
dents and staff exchanged “field trips” 
with St. Paul’s Bulgarian Church, as 
each attended the other’s Divine Litur- 
gy on separate Sundays. . . Our La- 
dies Auxiliary celebrated their 59th An- 
niversary with a grand dinner . . . We 
were pleased at the overflow crowd who 
attended our 63rd Parish Anniversary 
Banquet . . . To honor his many con- 
tributions to the Salina School, both as 
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student and physical education teacher 
for 45 years, the park directly behind 
the school has been dedicated as ‘‘Paul 
Costea Park.’’ Congratulations! 


Youngstown, OH. Holy Trinity. 
AROY had a successful Bake Sale. 
They also sponsored the Country Cup- 
board booth at the Church Bazaar. . . 
Our parish hosted the monthly meeting 
of the Deanery Clergy. . . Our Church 
facilities are used for the YSU Ortho- 
dox Students’ Services and Counseling 
meetings. 


Bridgeport, CT. St. Dimitrie. Our 
successful Festival '92 netted approxi- 
mately $18,000 A tasty Post- 
Festival Dinner was held to show ap- 
preciation for all the hard-working 
volunteers ... Many attended our 
Episcopate Pancake Brunch . . . Our 
parish has sent almost 100 boxes of 
clothes to the ‘‘Aromanians in Albania” 
Society in Albania. The Society Far- 
sarotul paid the cost of shipping. 


Indianapolis, IN. Sts. Constantine 
& Helen. A festive dinner celebrated 
the 82nd Anniversary of our parish. . . 
Our youth have been busy with their 
newly-established INDY AROY chap- 
ter and have sponsored several bake 
sales and lunches. 


Falls Church, VA. St. Mary. Our 
parish had a guest speaker from the 
charitable organization ‘‘Habitat for 
Humanity’’. . . For seven consecutive 
Thursdays, Fr. Alexander is teaching 
an Adult Religion Course at the Lay In- 
stitute of Bible & Theology at Wesley 
Theological Seminary in Washington 
.. . He is also on a 15-minute commen- 
tary program on the New American Or- 
thodoxy radio show . . . There are cur- 
rently 17 families in the community 
whom we help in the “Our Daily 
Bread’’ program. 


Winnipeg, MB. St. George. During 
October, Fr. Mirone presented a course 
on ‘‘Liturgics in the Orthodox Church” 
.. . We welcomed His Grace Bishop 
Tadros who presided over a Coptic ser- 
vice, followed by a reception for him in 
our hall . . . We had a successful Par- 
ish Anniversary Dinner. . . Fr. Mirone 
also hosted a TV program and spoke on 
““The Eucharist.”’ 


Hermitage, PA. Holy Cross. The: 
Church School students collected paper! 
goods for the Transfiguration Monas- - 
tery, then travelled there on a Pil- - 
grimage . . . Our Church Anniversary ș 
Dinner drew many visitors. Special | 
recognition was given Elizabeth Morarr 
for her years of service and dedication 
_. . Parishioners joined the Orthodox 
Guild to view the ‘‘Stars & Stones”) 
show at a local high school Planetarium 4 
_. . AROY took part in the C.R.O.P. 
Walk to collect funds to feed the poor 
both locally and world-wide. 


Calgary, AB. St. Mary. Psa. Lillian: 
and Connie Constantinescu conduct the 
attending faithful in singing the 
responses at Liturgy. The Church 
School Volunteers meet monthly to 
‘‘brush up’’ on the teachings of the 
Church Many attended our 
Church Hram . . . The ARFORA la-. 
dies are selling Romanian music cas-i 
sette tapes . . . Our Orthodox Cler 
Association has a listing of all our mem-: 
ber churches in the telephone Yellow 
Pages. 


Akron, OH. Presentation of Our 
Lord. We had a wonderful 20th An- 
niversary Dinner celebrating our ne 
church complex . . . AKROY had a fu 
time on their Hayride. 


Merrillville, IN. Descent of the 
Holy Spirit. We are again offering 
‘‘Entertainment Books’’ for 1993 fon 
sale, with great discounts in over 1,00C 
services. All profits are earmarked fon 
Project Hope & Orthodox Outreach 
.. . We had a fine turnout at our Epis 
copate Sunday Dinner. 


Cleveland, OH. St. Mary. We hac 
a Project '94 Kick-Off Dinner . . . Oun 
Church School children and AROY ena 
joyed their Hayride at the Phillips Farm 
... The front area of the church has 
been landscaped ... We hosted tha 
30th Anniversary Dinner of the Easterr! 
Orthodox Women’s Guild. His Emi: 
nence Metropolitan Philip Saliba be: 
stowed the *“Antonian Gold Medal” te 
Fr. Hategan who served the organiza“ 
tion for 30 years as a Spiritual Advi: 
SOr. % 


Compiled by Florence Sirk 
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1993 CALENDARUL 
SOLIA 


Covers Sponsored in Memory of 
Tom Caciavely 


n the second anniversary (December 12) of the 
falling asleep in the Lord of Tom Caciavely, 
his sister Margie has generously sponsored the 
rinting of the full color icon covers of the 1993 SOLIA 
ALENDAR. 
Members in and outside of the Episcopate knew Tom 
hrough his generous stewardship, the giving of his 
ime, talents and treasure to the Church. 
As an active member of St. Thomas Church, St. 
ouis, Missouri, Tom was involved in all facets of 
church life, having helped establish an AROY chap- 
er there, and then serving as an officer on the parish 
ouncil for many years. In inter-Orthodox affairs, he 
upported the Council of Orthodox Churches, giving 
is time, efforts and financial support to various Or- 
hodox parishes. 
The Caciavely home was open to all, and Tom of- 
en gave assistance to Romanian refugees. After the 
1989 Revolution in Romania, Tom assisted in the Epis- 
opate’s Help For Romania program. 
May Tom’s example continue to inspire us, and may 
od make his memory to be eternal! 4 


Margie Caciavely pictured with her brother Tom. 


eptember 10 - November 19, 1992 
FRIENDS 


$50.00 

Dumitru Buse, Toronto, ON 

exander Achim, Bristol, CT 
urel Ighel, Chicago, IL 

| IMO Ioan Subici & George Bulumete 


$30.00 
nonymous 
$27.00 
Iga Breeze, Chicago, IL 
$24.00 


/M William Popescul, Las Vegas, 
| NV 

| $20.00 

Fr. Nicolai Zelea, Hamilton, ON 
George Hojbota, Toronto, ON 

| $15.00 

Aurelia Blacksmith, Rockledge, PA 
| IMO mother, Anastasia Toconita 
Anita Podsudek, Skokie, IL 

Nick Dan, Hollywood, FL 
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$14.00 
Pearl Petcu, Nashville, IN 


$12.00 
M/M George Bursan, Cuyahoga Falls, 
OH 
Paraschiva Nasea, Redford, MI 
Gregory Highison, Youngstown, OH 
Rev. Dimitrie Vincent, St. Louis, MO 
M/M Donald Carson, Sterling Hts., 
MI 
M/M John Mercea, Grosse Pointe 
Woods, MI 
Maria Gergesco, Los Angeles, CA 
Rev. John Dinu, Hallandale, FL 


$10.00 
Eva Gavala, Glenside, PA 


$8.00 
Constantin Iordache, San Rafael, CA 


SUBSCRIPTIONS 
John De Mintici, Mississauga, ON 
Rebecca McMahon, Waterford, MI 
M/M Valeriu Zamfir, Venice, FL 
Maria Zuza, Windsor, ON 
Carol McPharlin, Garden Ridge, IX 
Anna Dogariu, Clinton Twp., MJ 
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Olga Bicki, N. Smithfield, RI 

George Boghici, Toronto, ON 

Monastery of the Holy Cross, 

Washington, DC 

Constantin Iordache, San Rafael, CA 

Msgr. Carol Capros, Canton, OH 

George Galat, Cloyne, ON 

M/M Vasile Cuciureanu, St. Louis, 
MO 

John Vidican, Royal Oak, MI 

Sylvia Sanders, Gaylord, MI 

Louis Bodony, Wheaton, IL 

Danny Zoba, Louisville, OH 

Katherine Barbu, Toledo, OH 

Eleanor Kolberg, Huntington Woods, 
MI 

John Puia, Canton, OH 

Audrey Huston, Michigan Center, MI 

Fr. Anthony Sola, Scottsdale, AZ 

Alexander Achim, Bristol, CT 

Wisconsin State Historical Society, 
Madison, WI 

Andrelia Sissel, Austin, MN 

Emory University, Atlanta, GA 

Herbert S. Long, Cleveland, OH 


BISHOP JOB NAMED TO THE 
DIOCESE OF THE MIDWEST 


he Holy Synod, having heard the Letter of 
Spiritual Concern from the delegates at the re- 
cently held Annual Diocesan Conference of the 
Diocese of the Midwest, elected His Grace, JOB, 
presently Bishop of Hartford and the Diocese of New 
England, to the See of Chicago. 

Bishop JOB is a native of Chicago and is well known 
to the clergy and faithful. He has served the Diocese 
of New England from his election until now. The date 
of his enthronement will be established through the 
Metropolitan’s Office and the Diocese of the Midwest. 

SOLIA extends best wishes and ‘‘Multi Ani’’ to 
His Grace, JOB. 4 


1993 CALENDAR COMING SOON 


As a subscriber to ‘‘Solia—The Herald,”” you 
will receive a CALENDAR book by mid Decem- 


ber. 

Watch your mail, and please support your 
Episcopate with a minimum $12.50 donation to- 
ward the cost of the Calendar. % 


ee 
ta e 


hristmas 


a 
Greetings 
CHRIST IS BORN! GLORIFY HIM! 
The Lord’s Blessings to our Beloved Bish- 
op Nathaniel, Reverend Clergy, Monastics 
and Dear Friends everywhere. 
May His Blessings, Love and Peace abide 


throughout the year, in all of you. 


Leona Barbu 


The Very Rev. Father and Preoteasa 
GRABOWSKI of Warren, Ohio, extend 
best wishes for a Blessed Christmas and a 
New Year with health and success, to Bish- 
op Nathaniel, the clergy and faithful of our 
Episcopate and all their friends everywhere. 

Sarbatori Fericite si La Multi Ani! 
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ADAM SOCARDA, member of Sts. Peter & Paul. 
Romanian Orthodox Church in Dearborn Heights, 
Michigan, was graduated from the University of De- 
troit Mercy School of Dentistry on June 7, 1992, from: 
which he received a Degree of Doctor of Dental Sur-: 
gery. Adam is married to the former Zana Sotirov, and 
they reside in Rochester Hills. 

We congratulate Dr. Socarda, as well as his parents, 
Mr. & Mrs. Trifu Socarda, of the Dearborn Heights: 


parish. 


2ND DAY OF CHRISTMAS 
AT THE MONASTERY 


Dormition Monastery, 3389 Rives Eaton Road, 
Rives Junction, Michigan, invites all faithful on 
Saturday, December 26, to attend Divine Litur- 
gy at 10:30 a.m., followed by an agape meal, and 
the singing of Christmas carols. 


For more information, call: (517) 569-2873. % 


CoRNMEAL 
REAcHES MoLpov. 


he Help For Romania Office was notified than 
| by the 6th of November, 38,102 KG of Corni 
meal reached Chisinau, Moldova. 
The distribution is being made by the Orthodox: 
Church, through the good offices of Very Rev. Proto» 
pope Petre Buburuz, Dean of the Theological Faculty 
The Democratic League of Women of Moldova 
helped to distribute the cornmeal to needy families anc 
individuals. 
Another container of medicines and clothing is an 
ticipated at any time. 
The cornmeal is via the U.S. Government and co: 
sponsored by BBF and the Episcopate. 4 
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HIERARCHAL SCHEDULE „FINANCIAL REPORT 


October 17, Saturday. Southfield, MI. St. George EPISCOPATE SUPPORTERS 
Cathedral. Orthodox Brotherhood Conference. Meet- 


ings, Memorial Service and Great Vespers. Festivities It hy TO 9 2 ae d ve 
celebrating 25th Anniversary. GENERAL DONATIONS 
October 18, Sunday. Southfield, MI. St. George St Anne, Pomona LA cia fe cl. stu ci dus $1,000.00 
Cathedral. Divine Liturgy. Festive Banquet celebrat- (Annual -Tithe) 
ing 80th Anniversary. Nations lsAs BO; Yc ted bee concn Baci ai Gabi: $225.00 
October 23, Friday. Chicago, IL. Holy Nativi- la aia alei aula ae ta 
3 Leona Barbu. Cleveland, OH. $20.00 
ty. Funeral service for Dna. Psa. Elena Isacu. 
(Jackson Ethnic Festival) 
October 25, Sunday. Rives Junction, MI. Dor- George Bocioaga, Chicago, IL ............. $20.00 
mition Monastery. Divine Liturgy. M/M Niculai Fedorovici, Livonia MI...... $10.00 
| Church. Attended Vespers presided over by His Holi- M/M Viorel Nikodin, Farmington Hills, MI $10.00 
a Patriarch Pavle of the Serbian Orthodox Church. M/M Nicholas Vasu, Southfield, MI ....... $10.00 
| October 30, Friday. Toledo, OH. St. George An- MEMORIAMS 
| tiochian Cathedral. Funeral services for Archbishop John De Mintici & Family, Mississauga, ON  $50.00 
| Michael Shaheen. (I.M.0. Marioara De Minte) 
November 1, Sunday. Rives Junction, MI. Dor- Julia Chiolak, Grass Lake, ML iara. ua $25.00 
mition Monastery. Divine Liturgy. (I.M.0. Abp. Valerian) 
lia Chuiolak, Grass Lake, Miya). 2... en cae $25.00 
November 2-5, Monday-Thursday. Je 
ovember 2-5, Monday-Thursday. Syosset, New (1.M.0. John Chiolak) 


ees OCA Headquarters: Meeting gis the Holy M/M Paul Costea, Dearborn Hts., MI ..... $25.00 


S ; 
ynod (1.M.0. Vasile Crisan) 


November 7, Saturday. Canton, OH. St. George. A 
eee Brotherhood Board Meeting. AROY Sports IILOR STR AN EL eT AON Ee 


Tournament. In the evening: Alliance, OH. St. Si uNicholas) Alliance O Ei mew eer $150.00 
| Nicholas. Great Vespers. M/M Norman Thompson, Bristol, VA ..... $100.00 
November 8, Sunday. Alliance, OH. St. Nicho- MISSION FUND 
las. Divine Liturgy. Installation of Rev. Fr. Raymond Presentation of Our Lord, Akron, OH ..... $200.00 
Samoila as Administrator. Festive Banquet celebrat- HELP FOR ROMANIA 
ing 80th Anniversary. 
era ena ae Se Presentation of Our Lord, Akron, OH ..... $382.49 
= > Marcel M. Radu, Woodside, NY .......... $50.00 
POFTA BUNA 
Cookbook — IXth Editi 
teats Er oe Read More About 
Makes a Wonderful Christmas Present. 
ear ae THE MISSION TRIP 
CO i in the FULL COLOR 
TOTAL = ““AGAIN”” Magazine 


MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO: Available in late December. 


St. Mary’s Society 
3256 Warren Road, Cleveland, Ohio 44111 
Postage is included 


Limited supply available. 


Send $3.50 (U.S. funds) to: 
DEPT. OF PUBLICATIONS, R.O.E.A. 
PO BOX 185 
GRASS LAKE MI 49240-0185 


Please make your check payable to: 
Romanian Orthodox Episcopate 


i 
| 

| 

| 

| 

| _______ copies of POFTA BUNĂ 
| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 
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PARISH REGISTER 


BAPTISMS 


Cernea, Elisabeth Catheline, daughter of Ionel & Valeri- 
ca L. Cernea, Falls Church, VA. Holy Cross, Alexan- 
dria, VA. Godparents: Richard & Olga G. Ritter. 

Hampu, Nicholas Edward, son of Adrian & Michelle Ham- 
pu, Akron, OH. St. Nicholas, Alliance, OH. Godparents: 
John & Marcela Vulcu. 

Herman, Jennifer, daughter of Steve & Maria Herman, 
Whittier, CA. Holy Trinity, Los Angeles, CA. Godpar- 
ents: Villy & Maria Moldovean. 

Hrusca, Liviu Dan Stefan, son of Stefan & Gianina Hrus- 
ca, Hamilton, ON. St. John, Kitchener, ON. Godpar- 
ents: Liviu & Mariana Badescu. 

Isac, Susan Margaret, daughter of Marian & Elena Isac, 
Kitchener, ON. St. John, Kitchener, ON. Godparents: 
Carol & Ana Weil. 

Newmann, Ashley Marie, daughter of Jeffrey & Missy 
Newmann, Lakewood, OH. St. Mary, Cleveland, OH. 
Godparents: John & Joani Trutza. 

Ocolisanu, Alex Marin, son of Marin & Anick L. 
Ocolisanu, Ottawa, ON. St. John, Kitchener, ON. God- 
parents: Mircea Gruescu & Helene Lavoie. 

Rosu, Adrian Lucian, son of Octavian & Florica Rosu, 
Kitchener, ON. St. John, Kitchener, ON. Godparents: 
Christos & Valery Kyriacou. 

Trascau, Titus Robert, son of Ion & Lucia J. Trascau, 
Brooklyn, NY. St. Dumitru, New York, NY. Godpar- 
ents: Mircea & Rodica Stefan. 

Tutuianu, George, son of Jeano & Lori-Ann Tutuianu, 
Boca Raton, FL. Holy Trinity, Miramar, FL. Godpar- 
ents: Livius & Cirena Boariu. 

Vergara, Andrew, son of Mark A. & Julia A.C. Vergara, 
Alexandria, VA. Holy Cross, Alexandria, VA. Godpar- 


ents: Carmen Georgescu & George Byrne. 


RECEIVED INTO THE CHURCH 


Delgado, Silvia, Cooper City, FL. Holy Trinity, Miramar, 
FL. Rev. Fr. Traian Petrescu. October 11, 1992. 


MARRIAGES 


Bailey, Robert Leland Jr. and Debra Sue Cioca, Akron, 
OH. St. George, Canton, OH. Godparents: Gabriel & 
Patricia Boloca. 

Bogorin, Ioan and Ana Bilav, Germantown, MD. Holy 
Cross, Alexandria, VA. Godparents: Mihai & Mihaela 
Crisan. 

Chrico, William J. and Monica I. Mitchell, New York, 
New York. St. Dumitru, New York, NY. Godparents: 
Dr. Paul & Teodora Filipescu. 

David, John A. and Dana I. Nauc, N. Miami, FL. Holy 
Trinity, Miramar, FL. Godparents: Dr. Ing. Claudiu & 
Netuta Matasa. 
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Faur, Daryl G. and Lisa A. Sullivan, Redford, MI. Sts. 
Peter & Paul, Dearborn Hgts., MI. Godparent: Daniel 
K. Faur. 

Herman, Steve and Maria Vasquez, Whittier, CA. Holy 
Trinity, Los Angeles, CA. Godparents: Villy & Maria 
Moldovean. 

Ishii, Jeffrey M. and Vasilica C. Ganea, Pickering, ON. 
St. John, Kitchener, ON. Godparents: Ovidiu & Liliana 
Berindea. 

Kaiser, David S. and Deanne C. Miclau, Lakewood, OH. 
St. Mary, Cleveland, OH. Godparents: John & Betty Mi- 
haiu. 

Kubinski, Charles E. and Maria A. Holson, Southgate, 
MI. Sts. Peter & Paul, Dearborn Hgts., MI. Godparent: 
Anne Hicks. 


ES, 


DECEASED 


iT 


Baciu, Vasile C., 33. Holy Trinity, Vancouver, BC. 

Bobish, Stella, 89. St. Nicholas, Alliance, OH. 

Branzei, Mary H., 84. St. George Cathedral, Southfield, , 
MI. 

Crisan, Vasile, 95. Sts. Peter & Paul, Dearborn Hgts., ML... 

Marinco, Vincent Sr., 96. St. George Cathedral, South- - 
field, MI. 

Monroe, Wallace R., 68. St. Mary, Cleveland, OH. 

Radu, Steve J., 84. St. George, Regina, SK. 

Urdea, Verna, 83. St. George, Canton, OH. 

Zablo, Lewis (Lazar), 94. St. George, Canton, OH. 


A NEW BOOK! 


ROMANIA 


Its Hesychast Tradition and Culture 
by 
Bishop Seraphim Joanta 


The author takes the reader on a pilgrimage | 
through Romanian history, its monasteries, saints | 


and elders, and shows the spiritual wealth Roma- 

nian monasticism has to offer to the West. 320 — 
pages, paperback, illustrated. $10.95 (U.S. funds) in- — 
cluding postage. ; 


Make your check payable to: 
Romanian Orthodox Episcopate. 


Order from: 
DEPT. OF PUBLICATIONS, R.O.E.A. 
PO BOX 185, GRASS LAKE MI 49240-0185 | 
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CuvânNr PASsTORAL LA NAȘTEREA 
DoMNULUI DUMNEZEULUI ȘI 
MANTUITORULUI NosTRU lisus Hristos 


— 1992 — 


ce sie A A > > A = e, 
Și intrând în casă, au văzut pe prunc împreună cu Maria, mama Lui, 
și căzând la pământ, s'au închinat Lui.” 


(Mt. 2:11). 


Prea lubitii mei Fii în Domnul: 
Hristos se naște! Slaviti-L! 

Astăzi, cand sărbătorim Naşterea Domnului Dumnezeului si Mântuitorului nostru lisus 
Hristos, trebuie să cugetăm la pricina adâncă pentru care Dumnezeu, pe care nici un om nu poate 
să-L vadă, s'a născut din Sfânta Fecioară, îmbrăcându-se în firea noastră omenească, pentru ca 
să fie văzut în trup . . . Si ce însemnează aceasta pentru noi. 

Există un proverb popular pe undeva care zice: ‘‘A crede însemnează a vedea.’’ Vă amintiţi 
că Sfântului Toma, unul din cei doisprezece Apostoli, i s'a spus că Domnul înviase din morți. Cu 
toate că auzise vestea de la alţii, el a zis: ‘‘De nu voi vedea și voi pipăi, nu voi crede." 

Sfântul Părintele nostru loan Gură de Aur ne dă rațiunea pentru care Dumnezeu s'a întrupat 
și s'a născut în lumea aceasta. ‘‘De ce? Ca venind printre noi, să ne învețe, și invatandu-ne, să 
ne ducă de mână către lucrurile pe care oamenii nu le pot vedea. Deoarece, oamenii cred că ochii 
sunt mai vrednici de crezut decât urechile, ei se îndoiesc de tot ceeace nu văd; așa ca El a binevoit 
să se prezinte în trup, pentru a înlătura orice îndoială, în ce privește existența Sa.’’ (Cuvânt la 
Nașterea Domnului) 

Magii de la Răsărit nici cum nu s'au îndoit că steaua pe care ei o vedeau pe cer îi învăţa ceva, 
arătându-le o direcţie, îndreptându-i către cineva. Steaua și-a împlinit misiunea când “s'a oprit 
deasupra unde era pruncul,” după ce i-a adus pe magi la Pruncul Mântuitor. 

Când pruncul Hristos a fost prezentat Domnului în templu, Bătrânul Simeon, uitându-se în jos 
la copilul pe care îl tinea în braţe, a strigat către Dumnezeul Ostirilor, “Acum slobozește pe robul 
Tău, Stăpâne, după cuvântul Tău, în pace; că văzură ochii mei mântuirea Ta, pe care ai gătit-o 
înaintea fetii tuturor popoarelor, ca o lumină care să fie descoperită de toate neamurile și slavă 
pentru poporul Tău, Israel.”” (Lc. 2:29-32) 

Tot asa si Inteleptii de la Răsărit, privind în jos la pruncul ţinut de Maica Lui în brațe, au 
recunoscut în El pe “Împăratul Imparatilor’’ și ““Domnul Ostirilor”’ si smerindu-se au îngenunchiat, 
atingandu-si fruntile de pământ. $i ei, deasemenea, au văzut ““cu înseși ochii lor”? și nu s'au îndoit, 
ci s'au întors în tara lor ‘‘cu pace.” | 

Vizitaţi de îngerii de sus, scăldați în slava luminii dumnezeiesti care a stralucit imprejurul lor, 
păstorilor de la Betleem li s'a vestit minunea: ““Vi s'a născut azi Mântuitor, care este Hristos Domnul. 
Și acesta vă va fi semnul: Veţi găsi un prunc înfășat, culcat în iesle.” (Ev. Sf. Luca 2:11,12) 

Oamenii aceștia traditionalisti, practici și aspri în stilul lor de viaţă, au mers în oraș, “să vadă 
cuvântul acesta ce s'a făcut si pe care Domnul ni l-a făcut cunoscut ' — ziceau el. “Și când au 
văzut pruncul, au vestit cuvântul grăit lor de înger despre acest copil .... Și s'au întors păstorii, 
slăvind și lăudând pe Dumnezeu pentru toate câte auziseră și văzuseră precum li se spusese. (Luca, 
2:15,18,20) Conduși ca și cum ar fi de mâna pruncului, ei au venit să vadă, să se uite la Mântuitorul 


lor, la Unsul Domnului. 


e 
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Antul Atanasie cel Mare cum vorbește despre raţiunea 
întrupării lui Dumnezeu. ““Doborâţi de plăcerile momentului şi de înşelăciunea duhurilor rele, oamenii 
încă nu voiau să-şi înalțe capul spre adevăr. Ce trebuia să facă Dumnezeu, în fata acestei desumanizări 
a omenirii? Să tacă, lăsând pe om să continue înșelat si în necunoştință de Dumnezeu? Fiind 
Dumnezeu, nu putea să facă altceva, decât să reînnoiască chipul Său în omenirea decazuta, ca prin 
acest chip, oamenii să se întoarcă din nou la cunoașterea lui Dumnezeu. (Despre Intrupare, partea III) 

Aici stă raţiunea Intruparii lui Dumnezeu. Pentru că noi putem rătăci, find inselati de bunurile 
materiale si de distractiile acestei lumi, pentru ca nu mai suntem in stare sa tinem capul sus, privind 
spre adevar, Adevarul Insusi s'a coborât între noi, să ne înalțe inimile, să ne deschidă ochii, să 
învieze trupurile noastre moarte, din ţărâna pământului. lisus Hristos, născut din Fecioara Mania 
este Calea, Adevărul si Viaţa. El a venit să înlăture din sufletele noastre orice îndoială asupra 
întrebărilor: Cine suntem, încotro mergem și cui apartinem? Dumnezeu Insuşi a venit între noi, 
a chemarea dăruită nouă de Dumnezeu și 


Din Alexandria Egiptului să-l auzim pe Sf 


să ne ia de mână şi să ne conducă la locul cel înalt si | 
de care noi adesea nu tinem seama. 

Să ascultăm, din nou, cuvântul Sfântului Atanasie. ‘‘Oamenii s'au întors de la contemplarea 
lui Dumnezeu întru cele înalte, căutându-L într'o direcţie opusă, jos, printre lucrurile create, ce 
cad sub simţuri. Mântuitorul nostru al tuturor, Cuvântul lui Dumnezeu, s'a îmbrăcat în trup şi 
s'a mişcat ca om, între oameni, făcând jumătate de cale spre noi, ca în felul acesta să satisfacă și 
simţurile oamenilor. A devenit El Insusi un obiect pentru simţuri, pentru ca cei care îl căutau pe 
Dumnezeu în lucrurile sensibile să-L poată înţelege pe Tatăl, prin lucrurile pe care FI, Cuvântul 
lui Dumnezeu, le-a făcut în trup.” 

In cuvântarea sa la această sărbătoare, Sfântul Leon, Papa Romei, îşi înalță vocea în cântec: 
““Deşteaptă-te, O omule, din somn, recunoaste-ti demnitatea firii tale omeneşti! Adu-ti aminte că 
eşti făcut după chipul şi asemănarea lui Dumnezeu, care deşi corupt în Adam, este reînoit în Hristos. 
Priveşte la lucrurile ce se văd, atât cât este necesar, însă dă slavă şi laudă Creatorului lor.’’ 

Magii au văzut, păstorii au văzut, Bătrânul Simeon şi Sf. Apostol Loma au văzut. Sfântul loan, 
Apostolul cel iubit exclamă: ‘‘Ceeace cu ochii nostri am văzut și am privit şi mâinile noastre au 
pipăit despre Cuvântul vieţii, Viaţa s'a arătat si am văzut-o și mărturisim şi vă vestim Viaţa de 
veci, care era la Tatăl si s'a arătat nouă — ca si voi să aveţi impartasie cu noi. lar impartasirea 
noastră este cu Tatăl si cu Fiul Său, lisus Hristos.”’ (I, loan, 1:1,2,3) 

Am putea spune, ‘‘Da, ei au văzut si au crezut. Dar noi care trăim aici $i așa departe în timp, 
nu avem și noi dreptul să vedem cu ochii noştri, să auzim şi să pipăim? Nu cred că este nevoie 
să întâlnim în mod personal pe proto-părinţii si strămoșii nostri spre a ne convinge că ei au existat. 
Din însăși existența noastră, ne dăm seama că ei au existat, în timp, înainte de noi. Tot așa acceptăm 
mărturiile Apostolilor și a sfinţilor, care înaintea noastră L-au văzut pe Domnul. 

Sfântul Petru zice în prima lui epistolă: ‘‘Pe El, fără să-L fi văzut, îl iubiţi; întru El, deşi acum 
nu-L vedeţi, voi credeţi si vă bucurati cu bucurie negraita si preamărită, dobândind răsplata credinţei 
voastre, mântuirea sufletelor.’’ (I Petru 1:8,9) 
Prea lubiţilor, după ce am cugetat câteva clipe la înţelesul acestei scumpe zi de sărbătoare, să 
oferim cu credinţă toate simţurile noastre lui Dumnezeu şi să-L. cinstim după datorie, printr’o viata 
fără de prihană. Să nu ne îndoim de adâncul dragostei lui Dumnezeu pentru oameni, ci în dragoste 
să întindem mâinile noastre către pruncul Hristos, ca EI să ne călăuzească spre Acela pe care noi 
cu ochii trupesti nu putem să-L, vedem, spre Tatăl nostru în ceruri. Să ridicăm ochii nostri dela 
grijile pământești spre ceruri, ca să vedem şi să ne bucurăm de venirea în slavă a Fiului lui Dumnezeu 
pe norii cerului, cand va cere înapoi vieţile si inimile oamenilor. Să călătorim împreună cu magii, 
să ne grăbim cu păstorii spre Betleem şi să gătim un loc de odihnă în inimile noastre pentru 
Mântuitorul Hristos Domnul, care ne învaţă şi ne călăuzeşte în viata aceasta şi în cea care vine. &% 
Hristos se naște! Slaviti-L! 
{Nathaniel 
Din mila lui Dumnezeu 
$i vointa drept—credinciosilor 
Episcop al Episcopiei Ortodoxe Române din America. 
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untem prea mult cuceriti de frumusetea fol- 
clorului și adesea uităm că Nașterea Dom- 
nului înseamnă rugăciune și smerenie — 
merenia lui Dumnezeu — pentru că nimeni nu 
‘a smerit mai mult decât Dumnezeu Insusi. 
ntr'un act de supremă ‘‘Chenoza,’’ făcătorul 
erului si al pământului devine una din făpturi, 
el neînceput se începe, neconceputul ia chip şi 
semănare iar Dumnezeu își face din om templul 
el sfânt, din inima lui locas de veşnică odihnă, 
“Căci Sfânt ești, Dumnezeul nostru, si între 
finti Te odihnesti.’’ 

Cântec de îngeri? Da! Magii filosofi, căutători 
stele, aur, tămâie și smirnă? . . . Mai mult sim- 
Olic ..., pentru că dumnezeescul prunc s'a 
ăscut în peșteră de dobitoace, pe paiele umezite 
e rezidurile dela animale: era miros greu, era 
noi de vite, răsuflarea caldă a boilor și chiar 
rupurile asudate ale păstorilor, care veniseră în 
abă, duhneau a miros de cojoace făcute din piei 
e oaie, iar Sfânta Maică Fecioară, a fată de om 
ărac cu haine peticite, lângă un dulgher obosit, 
u mâinile bătătorite de truda vieţii. 


Degeaba încercăm să transfigurăm lucrurile 
tr'o iconografie diafană, lipsită de realitate, 
ubtiind mizeria. In special aici, în Apus, copiii, 
educaţia lor religioasă sunt expuși la tablourile 
enascentiste, în care Fecioara Maria este 
brăcată în mătăsuri ca fiica Dogelui Veneţiei 
ar lisus în leagăn de aur, Iosif tânăr, cu un inel 
e logodnă bogat în pietre scumpe, majordomii 
prejur, gata să răspundă la cel mai mic gest. . . 
tc. Poate că de aici vine şi folclorul colindelor 
omânești cu iz citadin: 
““La poartă la Țarigrad 
Șade-un fecior de’mparat 
(i părutul releză 

Sau: 
““Scuticel de bumbăcel 
Leganel de aurel ...’’ 


Nici vorbă de asa ceva. Scriptura ne arată niște 
ărani galileeni prăfuiţi și obosiţi de drum, um- 
land din poartă în poartă, cersind ospitalitate, 
espinsi de toată lumea,” “‘. . . Căci nu era loc 
e găzduire pentru ei.” (Lc. 2:7) “Du-te, du- 
e și ne lasă, că n-ai loc la noi în casă. "> (Colinda 
in Oaș) Unde se pomenea pe vremea aceea, în 
etleem, fântâni sau isvoare cu apă, să te speli 
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SĂRBĂTOARE, NU CARNAVAL 


măcar pe mâini, lucru absolut necesar unei femei 
în durerile nașterii? Deşi imnografia bisericească 
afirmă că Maica Domnului nu a trecut prin 
chinurile facerii: ‘‘Una numai eu, am născut fiu 
fără de durere . . .,’’ (Prohodul Domnului), deși 
Sfinţii Părinţi vor să diferentieze pe prima Eva, 
căruia Dumnezeu i-a spus că ““în dureri va naște 
fii”? (Gen. 3:16), de Maica Domnului, socotind 
că durerile nașterii sunt rezultatul căderii în păcat, 
totuşi eu inclin să cred, cu toată smerenia, dar și 
cu îndrăzneala unei opinii proprii că, din clipa 
zămislirii supranaturale, Mântuitorul a luat asupra 
Sa toate durerile noastre. Dacă pruncul este o 
persoană din momentul în care s'a zămislit, atunci 
El suferă împreună cu mama sa toate rigorile vieții; 
căci în pântecele Maicii Domnului pentru prima 
dată ““inima Domnului și inima omului au bătut 
si bat laolaltă.” (Acatist, “Rugul Aprins,” Icos 
VIII) Căci aici nu este vorba numai de durerile 
fizice, pe care astăzi chiar şi Eva cea păcătoasă le 
alină cu un simplu drog, ci de neliniștea 
duhovnicească pe care bătrânul Simeon a profetit-o 
Maicii Domnului, când a zis că o sabie va trece 


Cont la pag. 20 
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SARBATOARE ... 


Cont. de la pag. 19 
prin inima ei. (Lc. 2:35) “lar mama Lui pastra 


în inima ei toate aceste cuvinte’’ (Lc. 2:51 și vers 
19). Nu există mama, în lume, sau tată scutiți de 
această angoasă. 


Să cugetăm în ziua acestui Sfânt Praznic la in- 
gratitudinea omenirii, care nu a avut bunăvoința 
să deschidă ușa unui han primitiv pentru găzduirea 
Celui ce a făcut cerul si pământul; căci nu pe Sfân- 
ta Fecioară o respingeau hotelierii din Betleem, ci 
pe Hristos care era în pântecele ei. Adevaratil 
creştini vor suferi acelaș tratament. In lume nu se 
găsește loc pentru purtătorii de Dumnezeu, care 
îl au pe Hristos în inimile lor. In prezența lor, 
oamenii se simt incomozi. Gadarenii L-au silit pe 
lisus să plece din tara lor. Venise acolo să alunge 
demonii, să vindece pe doi îndrăciţi, iar în procesul 
vindecării nişte porci au pierit, s'au aruncat în 
mare. (Mt. 8:34) Totul este simbolic, semnificativ, 
duhovnicesc . . . Oamenii preferă porcii patimilor 
în care se bălăcesc, preferă să fie indraciti, să 
trăiască cu demonii decât să găzduiască pe lisus 
în inimor lor. Evreii din pustie tânjeau după 
“<căldările cu carne”? din Egipet, unde erau robi 
și cârteau împotriva libertăţii aspre și disciplinate, 
pe care Dumnezeu le-o dăruise în pustie. (Gen. 
16:2-3) Multi din cei care mâncăm și ne veselim 
în ziua de Crăciun nu vrem, nu ne convine, ca 
lisus să se sălășluiască în inimile noastre, ar fi prea 
incomod, ne-ar stingheri veselia sărbătorilor și, 
desigur, dacă am fi fost în Betleem, am fi trantit 
ușa in fata dulgherului din Nazaret și a Fecioarei. 


De ce? Pentru că cine primește pe lisus acceptă 
întreagă dramă a mântuirii, implicit crucea. Nu 
poți despărți pe Fiul lui Dumnezeu de scopul pen- 
tru care E] s'a întrupat. Cântăm Nașterea Dom- 
nului cu îngerii și cu păstorii, însă de pe acum la 
orizont se profilează crucea: oamenii sunt 
neprimitori, [rod căuta pruncul să-L. omoare, fuga 
in Egipet, exilul iar mai târziu hartuiala cu Fariseii, 
care limitaseră Vechiul Testament la istoria unui 
singur popor și la un formalism al Legii, apoi 
răstignirea și deschiderea Impărăţiei lui Dumnezeu 
prin înviere. Este interesant cum instinctiv țăranul 
român exprimă această dramă a mântuirii în 
colinde, nu numai despre Nașterea în Betleem, ci 
despre Nunta din Cana Galileii, Botezul, Floriile 
şi chiar Judecata în curtea lui Pilat, unde ‘‘Cuiele- 
i bătea, sângele-i curgea; maicile plângeau, 
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oamenii râdeau . . .*” (Colindă din Bărdești — 
Mureș) 

Dumnezeu s'a întrupat, ca noi, prin botez, ss 
luăm chipul Fiului Său, iar Hristos să crească ti 
noi odată cu vârsta, ajungând la măsura bărbatulu 
desăvârşit — așa cum spune Pavel: ““Nu ma; 
trăiesc eu, ci Hristos trăiește în mine.’’ (Gah 
2:20) Când Tatăl se uită la omul cel răscumpărat 
să-şi recunoască pe Fiul Său în noi, care prii 
lucrarea Duhului am devenit fiii Săi adoptivi. | 

Dacă sărbătoarea Crăciunului nu însemneaza 
întruparea, creșterea, suferința, moartea si înviere 
Fiului lui Dumnezeu în noi, atunci nu însemneaz 
nimic. Degeaba mesele si băutura, dansurile : 
veselia. SA nu uităm ce spune Isaia: ““Urăsc z: 
lele voastre de odihnă si adunările dela sarbaton 
nu le mai pot suferi. Insăși prăznuirea voastr 
este o nelegiuire.’’ (Isaia 1:13) Veselil 
Crăciunului isvorăşte din faptul că suntem fiii | 
Dumnezeu. Să nu transformăm sărbătorile b: 
sericii în carnaval. % 


Arhim. Roman Brag 
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CRĂCIUN LA MÂNĂSTIRE 


Mânăstirea Adormirii Maicii Domnulu 
din Rives Junction, (3389 Rives Eaton Rd. 
invită pe toţi credincioșii să participe la Sf. 
Liturghie în ziua de 26 Decembrie la ora! 
10:30 dim., după care va urma o agapă sii 
cântarea colindelor noastre strămoşeşti. 

Pentru informaţii telefonati la (517) 569- 
2873. % 4 
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Hristos Se Naste: MăRrrir-L: 


Pr. Dr. Dumitru ICHIM 


de ajuns a rosti cuvântul Crăciun și sufletul 
se înfiorează de sfinte aduceri aminte. Ele 
vin din copilăria noastră si din copilăria 
lumii. ““Astăzi s'a născut Hristos Mesia chip lu- 
jminos.”’ Profetii L-au căutat în semne, L-au văzut 
la hotarul dintre timp și etern, L-au arătat lumii. 
‘Tata Fecioara, striga Isaia proorocul din latura 
și umbra morţii, va avea în pântece si va naște Fiu 
și se va chema numele lui Emmanuel, care se 
talcuieste: Cu noi este Dumnezeu.” 

Ingerii îl vestesc din ceruri. Steaua străjuiește 
veacul călăuzind pe magii dela Răsărit. Păstorii 
jslavoslovesc din fluier diaconind Luminii. ‘ 
\Nasterea ta Hristoase, Dumnezeul nostru, răsărit- 
a lumii Lumina cunoștinței.” Pretutindeni glasuri 
ide îngeri si glasuri de copii: ‘‘Primiti cu 
‘colindatul!’’ 

Sarbatorim de Craciun Nasterea Domnului. 
Dar cine nu stie aceasta? Dar cati mai stiu aceas- 
jta, este răspunsul. Ne impodobim casele, ne um- 
iplem pivnițele, ne îndestulăm frigiderele cu de toa- 
jte, infrumusetam pomul cu hârtie colorată, 
ibeculeţe si lumini, împachetăm cadouri, felicitări, știință. De bună voie. Din mândrie. Așa cum 
jetc., etc., Dar unde e Crăciunul, unde e Pruncul, făcuse Satan. Rupându-se de Dumnezeu. Asemeni 
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junde e Maica Domnului, unde este Sărbătoritul! lui, nu și-a cerut iertare. Nu a făcut nimic pentru 
| Departe, și într'adevăr atât de departe, demult, a îndrepta ceea ce fusese strâmbat prin ispita 
dureros de demult, iesise poruncă dela împăratul diavolească. Eva acuză șarpele. Dă vina pe el. Și 
"Romei să se facă un recensământ în întreg impe- nici Adam nu recunoaște: ““ Femeia pe care mi-ai 
riul. Fiecare trebuia să meargă să se înscrie în dat-o să fie cu mine, aceea mi-a dat din pom și 
orașul părinţilor. Maica Domnului împreună cu am mâncat.”” Indirect, îl acuză pe Dumnezeu. lată 
Iosif, au plecat să se înscrie în Betleemul Iudeii. o schiță a istoriei omenești. Drumul îndepărtării 
INici un loc să doarmă peste noapte. Nici o inimă de Dumnezeu. Drumul prin care omul întoarce 
|deschisă. Frig și noapte. Peștera. Cât de frumos spatele paradisului. 

ne-o imaginăm din camerele noastre încălzite. Unii au încercat să-l ““apere”” pe Adam. Nu a 
INumai Papini și Maria Valtorta au descris-o așa știut. Ca și Eva, a fost slab. Era normal să “‘ 
cum era. Un fel de grajd pentru animale, friguros ereseasca.’’ Dar atât Eva cât și Adam nu erau sla- 
și murdar. bi. Ei fuseseră înzestrați cu o putere de a ajunge 
" Când vorbim de taină ne referim la cunoaștere, la deplinătatea harului. Mintea și voinţa lor erau 
la izlazurile raţiunii, dar aici e vorba de o taină curate și neslăbite $1 pervertite ca ale noastre din 
a dragostei, care depășește orice cunoaștere. Dum- cauza păcatului. Erau curati ca și Îngerii. Nu exis- 
mezeu se face om, pentru ca omul să se ta păcatul să-i murdărească. Nici să-i împovăreze. 
îndumnezeiască. Se face om pentru a învăța ome- Nici rațiunea nu oscila în dileme, silogisme și 
Inia noastră să grăiască rosturile dumnezeirii, pen- parasilogisme, pentrucă Dumnezeu se auzea 
tru a aduce pe om, și prin om întreg universul, mergând pe cărările paradisului, care erau cărările 
la ““Chipul si asemănarea lui Dumnezeu.” | lor. Carari spre Dumnezeu. Drumuri venind dela 
| Sfinţii Părinţi adeseori au făcut un paralelism Dumnezeu. poteci tesute de Dumnezeu ȘI de om. 
între Eva si Maica Domnului. Prima nu a ascul- Unul spre celălalt. Unul în căutarea celuilalt. 
tat de Dumnezeu. S’a revoltat împotriva Lui. Cu Cont. la pag. 22 
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HRISTOS ... 
Cont. de la pag. 21 


Si tot “apărătorii”! lui Adam pun întrebarea de 
ce Dumnezeu nu l-a făcut atât de puternic încât 
să nu greşească! Dar Dumnezeu l-a făcut atât de 
puternic să nu greșească. Dacă în fata ispitei s’ar 
fi simţit slab putea să-i ceară ajutorul lui Dum- 
nezeu, să-i întrebe sfatul și Dumnezeu nu ar fi 
rămas nepăsător si l-ar fi covârșit cu har. Ceea ce 
“apărătorii”! nu înţeleg este că Adam si Eva au 
fost creaţi perfect. Nu cu jumătate de măsură. Au 
fost creaţi liberi. Atât de liberi încât puteau să 
spună “nu” chiar și lui Dumnezeu. Fără liber- 
tate nu există dragoste. Fără dragoste nu există 
sens, nici în creaţie si nici în ‘‘facerea’’ omului. 
Și Dumnezeu este Dragoste. 


Cea de a doua Evă este Maica Domnului. Când 
Arhanghelul Gavriil o pune să aleagă ea spune “ 
da” lui Dumnezeu: ‘‘Iata roaba Domnului. Fie 
mie după cuvântul tau!’’ (Luca 1,38) Și ea putea 
să zică ‘‘nu.’’ De acest ‘‘amin’’ al ei depindea 
întreaga lume si ar fi fost mult mai ușor pentru 
ea să rămână o fată necunoscută în Nazaret. Câte 
lacrimi, câte dureri, câte suferinţe, câte necazuri, 
câte umiliri nu ar fi fost evitate din viata ei neac- 
ceptand pe ‘‘da.’’ 

Maica Domnului, asemeni Evei, a fost creată 
prea curată, zămislindu-se ca un paradis feciorel- 
nic destinat numai lui Dumnezeu. La revolta lui 
Eva răspunde cu dragoste, necredintei cu credinţă, 
mândriei cu adâncă smerenie și umilință. 

Nașterea Domnului este primul pas prin care 
mândria lui Satan si a omului care a fost amăgit, 
a fost călcată în picioare. Impăratul lumii se naște 
în cea mai mare sărăcie. Împăratul cerurilor e cul- 
cat in ieslea animalelor și încălzit de acestea. 

Câtă jertfă și în umilința mamei! A fost ușor 
oare să suporte îndoielile lui Iosif de pururea ei 
feciorie? Nu se apără, nu argumentează, ci 
dispretuita de acesta care și-a pus în gând să o 
părăsească, își duce crucea ca preînchipuire a 
Crucii. Nu dela ea, ci dela înger află Iosif: ‘‘Iosife, 
fiul lui David, nu te teme a lua pe Maria, logod- 
nica ta, că ce s'a zămislit într'ânsa, dela Duhul 
Sfânt este.” (Matei, 1.20) Este uşor oare pentru 
ea acum la sfârșitul veacurilor, după ce evanghe- 
lia a fost citită de miliarde de ori în toate colţurile 
lumii să vină creiere bolnave și spurcate şi să aducă 
blasfemii la adresa ei? Cine sunt aceștia care își 
bat job de Mama lui Dumnezeu pe care însuşi Ii- 
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sus a respectat-o și a iubit-o și nu a uitat de grija | 
pentru ea nici măcar in durerile răstignirii și prin | 
tre ultimele lui cuvinte fiind încredințarea ei! 
ucenicului pe care l-a iubit mai mult? 


Naşterea Domnului nu este o figură de stil, cii 
o realitate istorică. lisus: s'a născut când “a ieșit! 
poruncă dela Cezarul August să se înscrie toata i 
lumea." In Siria era cârmuitor Quirinius, iar peste > 
Betleemul Iudeii stăpânea Irod; după moartea luli 
Irod va urma Arhelau, fiul acestuia. 


Scopul Intrupării este răscumpărarea istoriei i 
noastre, transfigurarea ei prin restaurarea chipului 
lui Dumnezeu în om. Pentru prima dată în istorie 
apare Dumnezeu ca persoană luând chip de om,, 
făcându-se nouă, cum spune Apostolul, întru toa- 
te asemenea în afară de păcat. De aici, un sens 
nou dat istoriei, ca soteriologie. De obiecei, când 
mergi la spital, înainte de operaţie sora iti 
recapitulează şi iti cercetează ‘‘istoria.’’ Aceasta 
nu constă în realizările tale pe plan spiritual, ci 
bolile şi suferințele tale trupesti. Asemănătoare * 
“istoriei”” pacientului avem și cealaltă “'istorie”” a 
unui popor, sau a omenirii în general, care este 
o înşiruire de calamitati si războaie, de regi care 
urmează altor regi, a ‘‘vremurilor’’ sub care omul! 
este supus, cum bine observau cronicarii noștri. 


Prin Intruparea Domnului devenim contem- 
porani cu Dumnezeu, iar nașterea lui devin 
CON-ETERNA. Mai mult chiar, Hristos este cel 
care se îmbracă în fire omenească, dându-i acestei 
fraternitate divină şi cele ale supra-firii făcându- 
ni-le firești. Așa de mult a iubit Dumnezeu lume 
încât pe unicul lui Fiu L-a dat să se intrupeze pen- 
tru noi, să se răstignească pentru noi, să moar 
şi să invieze pentru noi. Pentru fiecare în parte: 
Tu și eu. Cei din Vechiul Testament şi cei care 
nu s'au născut încă. Toţi sunt recapitulati î 
Hristos, teoria cea mai îndrăgită a Sf. Irineu fii 
ind cea a Recapitulării. 

Pentru noi Românii, Naşterea Domnului este 
legată de naşterea neamului nostru. O Românie 
istorică fără Naşterea lui Hristos ar fi o Românie 
numai geografică. Am trăit şi vietuim numai prir 
Hristos. | 


Ce înseamnă Crăciunul pentru noi? Înseamnă 
iubirea lui Dumnezeu. Inseamnă iubirea 
aproapelui. Înseamnă convertirea noastră la Dum: 
nezeu si părăsirea păcatului E trist, dar tocma: 
acest sens al Crăciunului l-am pierdut. Pierderez 


Cont. la pag. 2% 
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căzut o stea, 

teluta de nea, 

e urechea mea, 

i mi-a povestit, 

ână s'a topit, 

asmul unui vis, 

e care l'am scris, 
Pentru cei mărunți, 
u pentru carunti —, 
i steluța mea, 

stfel povestea: 


Măre, se făcea 

i se năzărea . .. 

rin vâlcele sumbre 
optitoare umbre . . . 
i-auzeai cum gem 
ângă Betleem 

ile, stând ghem, 
âinii când și când, 
itele pe rând, 
olcom rumegând. 


colo în șură, 

este ngrăditură 

e uitau, pleostite 

i nedumerite, 
aprele zburlite. 
Se’ndesau amarnic 
ătre cel comarnic, 
e-un mielut să-l vada 
n ieslea de zadă, 
e-un mielut plăcut 
um n'au mai văzut 
ă fi fost născut 
ntr'un asternut 


umai biet măgarul 


ricepu tot rostu’: 
Asta... Nu-i de-al 
nostru! 

chii doar mi-arunc 


tunci tapii, ciutele 
i caprele slutele, 

u toate cornutele, 
apul și-l dadura 

ai fără măsură 
este ngrăditură 
printen ca o coarbă, 
festecand în barbă 
n firut de iarbă, 
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A Căzur O SrEea 


Tapul de îndată 
S’a urcat pe o roată 
Și-a sărit buimac 
Sus pe-un bulumac, 
Vrând fără ruşine 
Să vadă mai bine 
Omenescul fiu. 
lar un ied zglobiu 
Behăia mereu: 
e=Neneee.. . Viedu şi 
CE e i. 


Numai Dumnănica 
N’a’nteles nimica, 
Și-a cuprins-o frica. 


Si atunci măgarul 

Ce purta samarul, 

Cum sta mai deoparte, 

Spuse, ca din carte: 

—Ei, sunt multe’n 
lume! 

Să le ştii anume, 

Va să fi umblat 

Ţări în lung si’n lat, 

Ape’n curmezis, 

Culmi de munti pieptis, 

Fiare să rapul.. . 

Precum eu făcui! .. . 


Ș'apoi nu-i oricine 

Un măgar ca mine! 

V'am mai spus, îmi 
pare, 

Că sunt de neam mare: 

Că eu în Sihar 

Am un unchi măgar 

La un cărturar. 

Și că, după tată, 

—Stie lumea toată— 

Mi se trage vita 

Chiar din magarita 

Ce-o purta în ham 

Insusi Balaam! 

Deci, mai din Batrani, 


Mai umblând prin stâni, 


Multe am in sac! 
Dar... Mai bine tac, 
Poate nu va plac. 


Un mielut bălai 
Prinse iute grai: 

— Haide, moș Asine, 
Zi-ne încă; zi-ne! 
Că eu tare aş vrea 
Să aflu ceva. 

Uite, ieri, un baci 
Povestea dibaci 

Că i-a spus un vraci 
Despre un prooroc 
Tot de prin Iudeea, 


de Costache Ioanid 


(De-i zicea Mihea) 
Care-a scris răvaș 
Ca’n acest oraș 
Are să se nască 
Odraslă cerească, 
Marele Păstor 

Si Izbavitor, 
Carele va sti 
Șerpii birui! 


Șerpii birui! . . . 
Oare asa va fi? 


lar cel întrebat 
Zise apăsat: 


—Da! ... E adevărat. 

D’apoi știți voi oare, 

Când va fi El mare, 

Cine’L va purta 

Pe spinarea sa, 

Ca pe-un Heruvim, 

In lerusalim? 

—Păi.. .. Nu știm! nu 
SUA Aa e 

—Să vă spun atunci. 

(Că voi sunteți prunci 

Cel ce-L va purta 

Pe spinarea sa 

Va 25) Unjasin ... 

De știință plin 

Ca un cărturar, 

Ca un fariseu! 

(Poate-oi fi chiar eu! 


Eu, de mă'ntâlnesc 
Cu-acel Fiu ceresc, 
Iute-L si ghicesc. 


Si tacura toate 
Vitele mirate. 


Numai Dumănica 
N’a-nteles nimica. 
Si-o cuprinse frica. 
Atunci o oita 

cu ochi de craita, 
Cu glăscior sfiit, 
Astfel a grăit: 

—Eu eram odată 
Pe-o iarba’nspicata. 
Și-am văzut în zare 
Un chip ca de soare 
Ce sbura aproape 
Și striga pe ape 

Că lisus Păstorul 
Și Izbăvitorul 

Va fi dus pe uliti, 
Prejmuit de suliti, 
Bland si fara glas 
In al morții ceas, 


Precum mergem noi 
Noatine si oi... 


Ca va fi hulit 

Si batjocorit, 

Pe lemn tintuit, 
Ca’n ceasul de sânge 
Norii se vor strânge, 
Munţii se vor frânge, 


Ingerii vor plânge . . . 


— Asta nu se poate! 

Se porniră toate. 

— Voi sări să-L apăr, 

Din coarne să scapăr! 

Zise din protap 

Inimosul tap! 

—Dar si noi, berbecii 

N’om sta ca dovlecii! 

Coarnele le-om face 

Sfredel de bardace, 

Foarfec de cojoace, 

Pentru cel ce-ar fi 

Si ar indrazni 

Pruncu a-L necaji! 

Fie om dusman 

Sau sarpe viclean! 

—Eu .. . (imi știți 
amarul) 

Glăsui Măgarul; 

Numai o copită 

Bine potrivită 

In acel zevzec, 

Și-apoi pot să plec, 


Că tot dau în sec... 


Dar atunci de odată 
o capră tărcată 

A rămas mirată, 
Cu gura căscată, 
Cu ochii tintis 
Către-acoperiș, 
De unde, furiș, 
Dintr'un ascunzis, 
Cobora pieziș, 
Prin păinjeniș, 
Cobora în Jos 
Șarpe veninos 

Cu luciri sticloase, 
Cu limbile scoase, 


Cu ochi de jaratec, 
Iscodind sălbatec. 


Iute bietii boi 

Se dau inapoi. 
Capre, tapi si miei 
Se bagă sub ei. 
Tremura’n protap 
Inimosul tap, 
Legănând în barbă 
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Firul lui de iarbă. 
lar sărman măgarul, 
Ce purta samarul, 
Privea turburat, 

Cu capul plecat, 

Pe genunchi lăsat 

Și dând în vileag 
Coada ca un steag 
Ca semn înălțat 

Că se da mâncat . . . 


Numai Dumănica 
Nu ştia nimica. 
Dormea mititica . ... 


Șarpele venea 
Și se cobora. 
Ceata tremura, 
Măgarul gemea. 


Dar atunai . . . Minune! 
Cine-o poate spune? 
Toţi privesc grămadă 
La ieslea de zadă 
Unde bălăiorul 

A întors capsorul, 
Ochii și-a deschis, 

Ca din zări de vis. 

Că în ei juca 

Si în ei sclipea 

Blânda mângâiere . . . 
Dar și o putere! 

Flori de busuioc . . . 
Dar şi-un arc de foc 
Săgetând pe loc! 


Șarpele se opreşte 

Si inmarmureste, 
Neputand sa-L vada, 
Neputand sa sada. 
Bate’ncet din coadă. 
Parca se innoada, 
Parcă se desnoadă . . . 
Apoi, zdup! grămadă 
Sare în ogradă 

Drept sub o gireadă, 
Pagubas de pradă. 
lar toți cei din șură 
Stau și tac din gură 
Și privesc amarnic 


Ieslea de comarnic 

Și privesc umil 

Tainicul Copil. 

Doar târziu abia 

Prind a îngăima 

Unul altuia: 

— Oare nu cumva? ... 
— Oare nu cumva?? ... 


Dar steluța mea 
Mare, se topea . . . 
Basmul contenea . . . 


>) 
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HRISTOS ... 


Cont. de la pag. 22 
sacrului este sinonimă cu pierderea omeniei noas- 
tre și a tot ceea ce este fiintial. 

Iubitii mei, mai avem putin timp până la Crăciun. 
Hristos nu a găsit un loc unde să se nască. Dece acum 
când Maica Domnului bate la inima noastră nu 1- 
am deschide? Intră Maică a Domnului şi în umilul 
nostru suflet dă naștere lui Hristos? Iată inima 
noastră este deschisă cu fiecare pridvor de colind. 

Cum putem să facem aceasta? Simplu. Ca atunci 
când primești oaspete pe un rege. Stergi prin 
spovedanie toate păcatele, te curatesti de toate 
fărădelegile, mături la gunoi toată ura și toate cuvin- 
tele urâte, impodobesti sufletul cu rugăciune și post, 
aprinzi lampa dragostei și te împărtășești cu lisus 
Hristos. 

Maica Domnului în această noapte sfântă ne oferă 
Pruncul să-L luăm în braţe. Nu ezita. la-L! Astăzi 
s'a nascut Hristos, Mesia chip luminos! 4 


DOMNUL Isus HRISTOS 


Nouă azi ne-a răsărit, 
Domnul Isus Hristos! 

Mesia Cel mult dorit, 
Domnul Isus Hristos! 


Din fecioară s'a născut 
Domnul Isus Hristos! 
Si cu lapte s'a crescut. 


Domnul Isus Hristos! 


Cu scutece s'a 'nfășat, 
Domnul Isus Hristos! 
ȘI în braţe s'a purtat, 
Domnul Isus Hristos! 
Cum e robul s'a smerit, 
Domnul Isus Hristos! 
Și pe noi ne-a mântuit, 
Domnul Isus Hristos! 


INFORMAȚII 


despre Adumarea Generală a Parohiilor din 
Januarie 1993. 


Biroul Episcopiei așteaptă lista în 3 exemplare 


a tuturor membrilor Parohiei care și-au plătit 
cotizatiile la zi. Aceste liste trebue scrise des- 
cifrabil, la mașină și trimise Episcopiei. 
Adunarea generală nu poate fi convocată 
fără aprobarea prealabilă a listei membrilor. 
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ANUNT IMPORTANT 
despre Calendarul Solia 1993 


Din dorința de a oferi informaţiile folositoare 
cuprinse în Calendarul Solia, anul acesta vom incer+ 
ca o metodă nouă de a trimite Calendarul tuturo» 
membrilor Episcopiei direct la casa fiecăruia. 

Noutăţi despre Calendar: 

1) Pe lângă numele, adresele și numerele de telefor: 
ale clerului, anul acesta veți găsi indicaţii și direcţi 
despre felul cum se ajunge la fiecare parohie; aceste 
direcţii au fost trimise, la cererea noastră, de toat 


parohiile. 

2) Vieţile sfinților români — prezentate în 
amândouă limbile — Română (original) și Englez 

3) Copertele — donate de Margie Caciavely în 
memoria fratelui ei, Tom, vor fi două icoane în culor 
care se pot înrăma. 

4) Raportul prezentat la Congresul Bisericilor din 
Iulie 1992. 

In fiecare exemplar veţi găsi o scrisoare în car 
vi se va cere părerea despre Calendar si ce doriți s. 
se publice în numerele viitoare. 

Departamentul Publicatiilor vă invită să ajutat 
la acoperirea cheltuielilor de publicare, prin a tri 
mite în plicul inclus suma de $10.00, precum și 
cheltuielilor de expediţie în valoare de $2.50, donat 
pentru care vă vom fi foarte recunoscători. 

Calendarul va fi expediat în mijlocul lunii Dece 
brie. 2% 
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